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MILFORD,  MASS. : 

MILFORD  JOURNAL  STEAM  JOB  PRINT. 


To  The  Yoters  of  Milford. 


In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  town  and  of  custom, 
we  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  receipts  and  ex¬ 
penditures  of  the  town  for  the  year  ending  February  10,  1883. 

COLLECTION  OF  TAXES. 

The  mode  of  collecting  the  taxes  and  the  time  of  doing  so,  as  or¬ 
dered  by  vote  of  the  town,  has  greatly  retarded  their  collection  for 
1882  ;  but  notwithstanding  this,  the  very  efficient  collector,  Mr- 
Wood,  makes  a  very  good  showing. 

HIGHWAYS. 

The  highway  department  has  furnished  labor  and  material  to  the 
amount  of  $1203.37,  to  private  parties,  which  sum  has  been  paid  to 
the  treasurer,  with  the  exception  of  $47.70  due  from  Mr.  F.  Swa- 
sey,  which  leaves  the  net  cost  of  highways  for  the  year  at  $7722.57. 

Early  last  Spring,  we  expended  nearly  $900  to  put  the  Upton 
road  in  first-class  condition,  which  we  thought  it  would  be  economy 
to  do  before  removing  the  crusher  to  the  park.  We  also  replanked 
the  bridge  at  Hopedale,  at  a  cost  of  over  $200.  This  left  a  very 
small  amount  with  which  to  keep  the  roads  in  repair  through  the 
j'ear;  but  with  the  help  of  a  new  scraper,  which  we  purchased  at  a 
cost  of  $150.00,  and  the  good  management  of  the  superintendent, 
we  believe  the  roads  have  been  greatly  improved  during  the  year, 
notwithstanding  the  great  damage  done  them  in  excavating  by  the 
Water  Company  and  the  earth-settling  where  pipes  were  laid  last 
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year.  We  have  also  drawn  over  one  thousand  loads  of  stone  to  the- 
park  and  the  old  School  street  burying-ground  the  past  year.  We 
think  it  would  be  economy  for  the  town  to  appropriate  at  least 
$9000  for  highways  for  the  coming  year,  as  there  should  be  a  large 
amount  of  stone  crushed  and  put  on  the  roads.  This  would  put 
them  in  a  condi' ion  where  they  could  be  kept  in  repair  at  a  greatly 
,  reduced  expense. 

OLD  BILLS. 

/All  the  old  bills  owed  the  town  for  sidewalks,  use  of  lockup,  etc., 
that  are  collectible,  have  been  collected.  The  bills  against  parties 
for  entering  the  sewer  remain  uncollected,  as  we  could  see  no  law¬ 
ful  way  of  collecting  them. 


APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  1882. 


Highways .  $7700  00 

"Town  Incidentals .  5500  00 

Street  Lights .  2400  00 

Library .  900  00 

School  Incidentals .  800  00 

Care  of  Schoolhouses .  1000  00 

Repair  of  Schoolhouses .  1000  00 

Fuel  for  Schoolhouses .  1000  00 

Teaching  School .  16000  00 

Superintendent  of  Schools .  1500  00 

Evening  School .  500  00 

Support  of  Poor . 10000  00 

Military  Aid .  800  00 

New  Hose .  1000  00 

Incidentals  of  Fire  Department .  1200  00 

Pay  of  Members  of  Fiie  Department .  2500  00 

Interest .  8500  00- 

Repairs  on  Engine  Houses .  200  00 

Town  Park .  100  00 

Decoration  Da}* .  100  00= 

Sidewalks .  1000  00 

Town  Debt .  2000  00 

State  Tax .  5720  00 

*  County*  Tax .  3800  00- 


$75,220.00 


Collector’s  Report. 


Balance  uncollected  Feb.  10,  1881 .  $43  70 

“  “  Feb.  13,  1882 .  43  70 


J.  D.  HUNT,  Collector  for  187G. 

Dr. 

Balance  uncollected  Feb.  8,  1881 .  $63  02 

Cr. 

By  abatements .  7  50 


Balance  uncollected  Feb.  13,  1882 .  $55  52 


J.  D.  HUNT,  Collector  for  1877. 

Dr. 

Balance  uncollected  Feb.  13,  1881 .  $321  65 

Cr. 

By  abatements .  $49  20 

Deed  of  C.  Noyes  propert}' .  46  50 

Deed  of  A.  E.  Mathews .  43  15 

-  $138  85 

Balance  uncollected  Feb.  13,  1882 .  SI 83  80 


JOSEPH  H.  WOOD,  Collector  for  1881. 

Dr. 

Balance  uncollected  Feb.  13,  1882 .  $2,722  59 

$1,922  58 
800  01 


Paid  E.  C.  Claflin,  Treasurer 
Abatements . 


$2,722  59 


0 


JOSEPH  H.  WOOD,  Collector  for  1882. 

Dr. 


Taxes  committed  in  1882 . $78,994  85 

Assessed  since . 207  76 

Interest  collected .  45  50 


Cr. 


$79,248  11 


Paid  E.  C.  Claflin,  Treasurer . $70,793  66 

Paid  County  tax . 3,815  00 

Abatements .  661  29 

Balance  uncollected  Feb.  15,  1883 . 3,978  16 

- $79,248  11 

Paid  E.  C.  Claflin,  Treasurer,  discount  for  early  pa}'- 

ment  of  County  tax .  $15  00 


JOSEPH  H.  WOOD,  Collector. 
Sidewalk  taxes  assessed  from  1875  to  1882. 

Drv 


Taxes  committed .  $394  57 

Assessed  since .  5  57 


Ck. 

Paid  E.  C.  Claflin,  Treasurer . . 

Abatements . 


$400  14 


$343  13 

57  01 

-  $400  14 


JOSEPH  H.  WOOD,  Collector. 
Sidewalk  taxes  for  1882. 

Dr. 


Taxes  committed . .  $925  50 

Cr. 

Paid  E.  C.  Claflin,  Treasurer .  $852  38 

Abatements .  43  52 

Balance  uncollected  Feb.  15,  1883 .  29  60 

-  $925  50 


Treasurer’s  Report. 

t  _ 


FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  FEBRUARY  10,  1883. 

* 

RECEIPTS. 

-Amount  in  hands  of  Treasurer,  February  6,  1882 . $23,532  04 

Borrowed  of  Milford  Savings  Bank .  5,000  00 

Received  of  s 

J.  H.  Wood,  Collector,  tax  for  1881 .  1,922  58 

“  “  “  “  1882  .  70,793  66 

“  “  early  paj’ment  County  tax .  15  00 

Dan’l  A.  Gleason,  State  Treasurer,  viz  : 

Corporation  tax .  6,170  88 

Bank  tax .  1,117  42 

State  aid . 4,477  50 

Militar}’  aid .  987  00 

Rent  of  armory .  300  00 

School  fund .  186  49 

Edward  A.  Brown,  County  Treasurer,  dog  tax .  476  66 

Kidder,  Peabody  &  Co.,  interest  on  Hopkinton  Railroad 

bonds . . .  489  00 

>B.  H.  Montague,  rent  of  Town  Hall .  506  54 

“  “  “  lock-up .  541  00 

S.  W.  Hayward,  “  “  .  34  50 

F.  J.  Dutcher,  rent  for  evening  school  room .  25  00 

Nathan’s  circus,  license .  30  00 

A.  Hixon,  auctioneer’s  license .  2  00 

-J.  P.  Gallagher,  u  “  . .  2  00 

J.  F.  Morrison,  “  u  . '  2  00 

-J.  H-  Wood,  “  “  .  2  00 
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David  Quinn,  billiard  license .  2  OO 

Alfred  Goucher,  44  “  2  OO 

Tlios.  Kelly,  44  “  2  00 

Timothy  Ryan,  44  44  2  00 

Patrick  Baxter,  44  44  2  00 

W.  A.  Pond,  “  44  2  00 

John  Cronan,  44  44  2  00 

Clias.  Gillon,  44  . .  2  OO 

Lyman  Cheney,  44  .  2  00 

M.  J.  Walsh,  44  44  2  00 

James  McGinty,  44  41  2  00 

Owen  O’Keefe,  44  44  2  00 

John  P.  Mahar,  44  4  4  2  00 

Bryan  Manion,  44  44  2  00' 

Clias.  Waters,  44  44  2  00 

L.  A.  Cook,  use  of  water .  20  00 

Milford  Gas  Co.,  repairs  on  street  crossings .  12  60 

Win.  B.  Hale,  work  done .  35  80 

Alfred  Goucher,  44  41  .  31  37 

Dr.  Hurlburt,  concrete  walk .  8  60 

Wm.  B.  Vese}',  44  44  .  10  00 

Baptist  Society,  44  44  .  1  1  00 

I.  Farnlim,  44  44  .  12  00 

L.  R.  Walker  and  C.  R.  Scott,  concrete  walk .  12  60 

Per  J.  I-I.  Wood,  for  concrete  walks,  as  follows: 

R.  Estabrook .  21  93 

Mrs.  Skillings .  29  80 

F.  J.  Burgess .  11  70- 

B.  J.  Butts .  10  00 

W .  B .  Humphrey .  18  70 

George  Draper .  25  07 

Moses  Tarbell .  12  00- 

Charles  Williams .  12  00 

Univeisalist  Society .  24  00 

John  O’Neil..... .  31  25 

A.  A.  Coburn .  31  30 

M.  A.  Blunt .  28  CO 

F.  O.  Mason .  25  20 

Win.  Sheehan .  16  76 

Luther  P.  Jones .  20  52 

Joseph  Williams .  24  90 

J.  H.  Wood,  collections  for  concrete  walks,  1882.  852  38 

Per  Wm.  L.  Billings,  work  done,  as  follows  : 

Milford  Fire  Department .  4  00 

G.  N.  Hayward .  3  50 

M  rs .  J .  W ,  Winn .  7'5 

Martin  Tiernan .  75 

George  B.  Inman .  127  95 

L.  T.  Tougas .  3  00 


Edward  Hayward. .  . . 

L.  H.  Cook . 

Mrs.  A.  Thayer. ... 

I.  N.  Davis . 

G.  M.  Greene . 

F.  J.  Du  teller . 

Bartlett  &  Ellis . 

W.  J.  Bartlett . 

F.  J.  Hoyt . 

Win.  B.  Hale . 

Mr.  Dillon . 

Patrick  Neason . 

David  Newgent . 

Mr.  Rogers . 

D.  S.  Chapin . 

George  F.  Birch . 

Wright  &  Waterhouse 

J.  W.  Roberts . 

Heath  &  Rice . 

S .  S .  Cook . 

Eliott  Alden . 

John  Quinn . 

M.  A.  Blunt . 

R.  C.  Hill . 

L.  Fairbanks . 

P.  B.  Wakefield . 

L.  B.  Chapman . 

A.  T.  Wilkinson . 

D.  Gorman . 

Dr.  J.  A.  Fa\’ . 

Mr.  Lyons . 

George  Whitney . 

John  Mack . 

C.  A.  Dewey . 

S.  C.  Sumner . 

Colburn,  Fuller  &  Co 

T.  J.  Sheldon . 

Patrick  Lynch . 

S.  P.  Carpenter . 

S.  Mathew  son . 

John  Stratton . 

J.  F.  Stratton . 

John  Sexton . 

Leonard  Hunt . 

N.  K.  Sprague . 

J.  R.  Davis . 

Milo  Sadler.  . . 

John  Taft . 

Everett  Cheney . 
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G.  B.  Knight .  3  00 

Jones  &  Shippee .  12  00 

Joshua  Sawyer .  5  00 

Mrs.  Skillings .  5  00 

John  Gillon .  75 

Charles  Fletcher .  7  50 

M.  P.  Callanan .  31  45 

D.  B.  Rockwood .  2  50 

P.  McGarry .  2  75 

Geo.  P.  Cooke .  2  00 

W.  H.  Ring .  3  75 

Dr.  Russell .  1  00 

C.  C.  Smith .  7-50 

James  Igoe .  5  00 

John  L.  Mead .  7  50 

B.  H.  Spaulding .  64  87 

Moses  Joy .  193  22 

Milford  Music  Hall  Association,  town  license .  23  00 

Estate  Abigail  H.  Adams,  interest  of  same  to  be  applied 

to  care  of  her  lot  in  Pine  Grove  cemeteiy .  100  00 

Mary  E.  Buck,  interest  of  same  to  be  applied  to  care  of 

John  Schofield’s  lot  in  Vernon  Grove  cemeteiy..  50  00 

James  McGinty,  liquor  license .  125  00 

•John  Cronan,  44  100  00 

George  W.  Bailey,  44  •  125  00 

Charles  E.  Waters,  '  44  .  125  00 

Maurice  Nelligan,  44  .  10  0  00 

William  A.  Pond,  44  125  00 

T.  F.  Ryan,  44  100  00 

Patrick  Gillon,  44  125  00 

Patrick  Gillon,  44  175  00 

Elizabeth  Ward,  44  100  00 

John  Dillon,  44  100  00 

Dennis  Kelle}T,  44  100  00 

Alfred  Goueher,  44  125  00 

J.  &  F.  H.  Wood,  44  125  00 

L.  R.  Hazard,  44  175  00 

"Thomas  McGee,  44  100  00 

Thomas  Quirk,  14  125  00 

Lyman  Cheney,  “  125  00 

John  Stratton,  41  175  00 

William  Sheehan,  44  125  00 

David  Quinn,  k4  100  00 

Biyan  Manion,  44  125  00 

Patrick  Baxter,  k  •  100  00 

James  Bradley,  4t  125  00 

Patrick  Wallace,  44  100  00 

Edward  J.  Gallagher,  4‘  100  00 

David  Nugent,  “  100  00 
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M.  J.  Welch, 

t  i 

.  125 

00 

John  Rogers, 

u 

.  100 

00 

Thomas  Kell}', 

i  c 

.  125 

00 

A.  H.  Sweet, 

4 1 

.  75 

00 

Wm.  M.  Parker, 

t  i 

.  75 

00 

Martin  Tiernan, 

u 

.  100 

00 

Kate  Fitzgerald 

u 

.  100 

00 

Thomas  Dolan, 

u 

.  175 

00 

Ann  McArdle, 

u 

.  100 

00 

Kate  McCormick, 

u 

00 

John  McGrath, 

u 

00 

H.  E.  Morgan, 

tl 

.  75 

00 

J.  A.  Rice, 

c  c 

.  75 

00 

C.  H.  Gillon, 

i  t 

.  125 

00 

T.  B.  Baile}\ 

i i 

00 

J.  F.  Stratton  &  Bro., 

i  i 

.  125 

00 

J.  F.  Stratton  &  Bro., 

i  i 

.  175 

00 

Owen  O’Keefe, 

u 

.  100 

00 

Elizabeth  Tobin, 

i  ( 

.  50 

00 

John  Flynn, 

<.  ( 

.  100 

00 

T  i  mo  thy  M  c  N  a  i  n  a  r  a , 

w 

.  12  > 

00 

William  R.  Burke, 

W  i 

.  125 

00 

Albert  Lavery, 

l  W 

.  100 

00 

Mrs.  Michael  Tullcy, 

t ; 

.  50 

00 

Patrick  Flanuigan, 

C  ( 

.  100 

00 

John  P.  Mahar, 

i  t 

.  100 

00 

Patrick  Reynolds, 

i  i 

00 

Patrick  Ililferty, 

i ; 

.  100 

00 

Thomas  Caule}', 

u 

.  100 

00 

Mary  Butler, 

i ; 

.  50 

00 

John  W.  Hoppin, 

i ; 

.  160 

42 

John  O’Keefe, 

;  c 

. . .  100 

00 

•  -  $125,852  67 

Paid  on  Selectmen’s  orders .  95,040  32 

%  _ 

Cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer  to  balance .  $  30,812  35 


All  of  which  is  respectful^  submitted. 

ETHAN  C.  CLAFL1N,  Treasurer. 


Selectmen’s  Report. 


HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT. 

William  L.  Billings,  labor  on  highways .  $5,001  37 

“  u  salary .  720  00 

John  Claflin,  breaking  roads .  27  60 

Charles  Pennell,  bill . 45  00 

T.  C.  Eastman,  grain .  699  32 

Stevens,  Crosby  &  Co.,  bill . .  79  01 

G.  A.  Sherburne,  bill .  15  50 

Charles  F.  Davis,  breaking  roads .  3  15 

C.  O.  Woodbury,  labor  (1881) .  58  33 

“  "  “  (1882) .  699  96 

H.  C.  Scott,  bill .  3  70 

J.  Simonds,  bill .  29  90 

B.  II.  Spaulding,  labor  and  team .  56  67 

M.  A.  Aldrich,  hay .  47  00 

Samuel  Walker,  oil  bill .  3  40 

W.  E.  Johnson,  road  scraper .  150  00 

Field  Bros.,  bill .  146  38 

P.  Cunniff,  breaking  roads .  3  00 

L.  A.  Cook,  bill. .  85  94 

Hopedale  Machine  Co.,  bill .  11  40 

Henry  Willard,  labor .  6  77 

Chapman  &  Winn,  bill .  15  75 

D.  B.  Roekwood,  “  .  40  85 

Bartlett  &  Ellis,  “  . 171  29  # 

C.  T.  &  11.  S.  Crosby, .  150  38 

Ira  Ide,  “  . # .  113  21 

E.  J.  Prentice,  “  .  60  90 

James  Bergin,  repairs  on  bridge .  1  06 

Barney  &  Son,  bill .  7  94 

R.  E.  Foster,  rent  of  barn . . .  50  00 

Aaron  Claflin,  bill . . .  2  00 

South  Boston  Iron  Co.,  castings .  47  90 

J.  II.  Wood,  ha}’ . . .  148  90 

II.  C.  Cushman,  bill .  46  14 

I).  B.  Jenks,  bill .  1  00 

B.  A.  Railroad  Co.,  freight . .  2  37 

E.  Bates,  plank  for  Hopedale  bridge .  172  85 


$8,925  94 
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INCIDENTAL  DEPARTMENT. 

.James  G.  Hill,  ringing  bell . 

O.  I).  Holmes,  night  watcn  and  other  service . 

Bartlett  &  Ellis,  bills . 

Martin  Broderick,  services . 

B.  II.  Montague,  janitor  services  (1881) . 

George  B.  Blake,  services,  Board  of  Health  (1881). 
W.  J.  Clarke,  44  44  44  44 

Boston  &  Alban}*  freight  bills . 

P.  McGarrv,  assessor  service  (1881) . . 

“  44  ‘  44  44  (1882) . 

E.  F.  Holbrook,  44  44  (1881) . 

44  44  44  44  (1882) _ ♦. . 

J.  H.  Wood,  services  as  collector . 

H.  C.  Scott,  rent  of  armor}* . 

-  John  Usher,  use  of  water . 

S.  C.  Sumner,  check-list . 

A.  J.  Sumner,  services  as  assessor . 

A.  A.  Burrill,  counting  votes . 

S.  C.  Wrightington,  state  poor . 

Cook  &  Sons,  printing . 

Weed  Bros.  &  Lent,  bill . 

Dr.  Mackin,  services,  Board  of  Health  (1881) . 

Hapgood  &  Mayhew,  team  for  assessors . 

A.  W.  Keene,  special  police  (1881) . 

4  4  4  4  4  4  44  (1882) . 

Clmpman  &  Winn,  bill . 

George  F.  Birch,  services,  Overseer  of  Poor . 

I.  N.  Crosby,  services,  Selectman . 

Win.  B.  Hale,  4  4  4  4  . 

D.  J.  Cronan,  4  4  4  4  . 

L.  A.  Cook,  coal . 

King  &  Billings,  bill . 

Moses  Joy,  jr.,  surveying . 

Richard  Taft,  work  on  town  house . 

E.  C.  Claflin,  services . 

4  4  4  4  travel  and  postage . 

4  4  4  4  use  of  water . 

Field  Bros.,  bill . 

W.  E.  Cheney,  posting  notices . 

L.  Fairbanks,  care  of  burial  lots . 

4  4  4  4  return  of  deaths . 

D.  A.  Gleason,  corporation  tax . 

Town  of  Ashland,  Cherry  family  (small-pox) . 

M.  J.  Buike,  return  of  deaths . . . 

T.  E.  Morse,  bill . 

J.  D.  &  A.  F.  Shippee,  charcoal . 

M.  W.  Edwards,  return  of  deaths . 


$  10  00 
122  00 
125  01 

4  00 
300  00 

85  00 
50  00 
13  42 
10  00 

207  50 
16  25 

200  00 
462  18 
200  00 

5  00 
13  00 

278  43 

3  00 
61  82 

285  50 
10  45 
15  00 
10  00 
125  00 
100  00 
10  29 
100  00 
250  00 
250  00 
250  00 
135  03 

4  25 
15  00 

4  00 
250  00 

21  50 

5  00 

6  50 
1  00 

27  00 
15  00 

1  78 

208  82 
15  00 

2  53 
10  50 

9  75 
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J.  Madden,  services  as  overseer .  100  00 

I.  N.  Crosby,  “  Board  of  Health .  15  00 

Lewis  Ha3'den,  recording  births,  deaths,  etc .  127  55 

•4  .  “  postage  and  express .  6  55 

44  k‘  Town  clerk .  75  00 

4*  Selectmen’s  clerk .  50  00 

G.  W.  Stac}*,  bill .  10  67 

James  Bergin,  bill .  30  95 

H.  W.  Clapp  &  Co.,  caps  for  sewer .  13  60 

A.  J.  Sumner, writing  warrant .  1  00 


$4,735  83 


GAS  AND  STREET  LIGHTS. 

Milford  Gas  Light  Co .  $2,010  95 

Globe  44  44  486  34 

I.  W.  Sweet,  lighting .  32  00 

Henry  Connors  44  4  00 

Thomas  Egan  44  16  00 


$2,549  29 


TOWN  LIBRARY. 

J.  E.  Walker,  dog  tax .  $  214  81 

44  44  treasurer .  1,138  33 


$1,353  14 


MONEY  BORROWED  AND  PAID. 

\ 

Milford  Savings  Bank .  $5,000  00 


* 

SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT. 

F.  J.  Dutcher,  on  orders  for  1882 . $23,088  68 

1881  .  86  45 


$23,175  13 


SUPPORT  OF  POOR. 
Elias  Whitney . . 


$10,600  00 
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STATE  AND  MILITARY  AID. 

E.  C.  Claflin,  paid  state  aid .  $4,283  00> 

military  aid .  1,436  00 


$5,719  00 


MILFORD  WATER  COMPANY. 

Use  of  hydrants .  $1,400  00 


PAY  OF  MEMBERS,  M.  F.  D. 

H.  C.  Skinner .  $2900  00j 


INCIDENTALS  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

H.  C.  Skinner . .  $800  00 


NEW  HOSE,  M.  F.  D. 

FI.  C.  Skinner . .  $994  73 


REPAIRS  OF  ENGINE  HOUSES. 

H.  C.  Skinner .  $200  00  = 


INTEREST. 

M  ilford  Savings  Bank .  $3549  31 

Boston  Five  Cent  Savings  Bank .  825  00* 

D.  A.  Gleason,  on  note .  2100  00 

Worcester  County  Institute  for  Savings .  300  00 

Sarah  F.  Pierce,  note .  25  00 

Milford  Fire  Insurance  Compan}*,  note .  90  00 

Hide  and  Leather  Bank .  2325  00 

Sarah  F.  Pierce,  note .  8  00 


$9222  31 


TOWN  PARK. 

James  Bowen,  labor .  .  $  3  00* 

Dennis  Sullivan,  u  . 2  25 

Wm.  Britton,  “  .  4  23 

S.  A.  Vant,  1881-2 . * .  30  80 

Thomas  O’Brien,  “  1881 .  70^ 

Timothy  Lane,  “  .  5  25 

Chapman  &  Winn,  seats .  21  00 

T.  E.  Morse,  painting  seats  and  band  stand .  25  09' 

C.  S.  W.  Day,  labor .  18  00 


$110  32.: 
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TOWN  HISTORY. 

Lithotype  Printing  Co .  $  50  00 

Printing .  1525  00 

81575  00 

DECORATION  DAY. 

B.  H.  Montague .  8100  00 


SIDEWALKS. 

A.  S.  Sampson  &  Co.,  for  concrete .  81780  15 

James  S.  Sherman,  curbstone .  48  10 

Elbridge  &  Beatty,  bill .  7  08 

Chapman  &  Winn,  bill  .  12  72 

Win.  L.  Billings,  gravel  walks  and  resetting  curbstone.  334  00 

82182  05 

CONCRETE  CROSSINGS.  - 

A.  S.  Sampson  &  Co .  8556  71 


STATE  TAX. 

State  Treasurer .  85720  00 


NATIONAL  BANK  TAX. 

State  Treasurer . . .  82530  07 


LIQUOR  LICENSES. 

State  Treasurer  received . . .  81596  35 


PINE  STREET. 

Wm.  L.  Billings,  labor  on  Mrs.  Thayer’s  lot .  8150  00 

R.  Carroll,  stone  work,  (1881) . . .  17  25 


8167  25 
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EDWARDS  SEWER  SUIT. 

D.  L.  Wilkinson,  services .  $  37  00 

H.  E.  Pales,  services  as  attorn  e}* .  75  00 

J.  B.  Bancroft,  witness .  6  50 

James  R.  Davis,  witness . 8  50 

T.  G.  Kent,  services  and  witness  fees .  282  00 

J.  S.  Mead,  witness  fees .  6  50 

I.  N.  Davis,  “  4‘  . 5  Q0 

Wm.  L.  Billings,  witness  fees .  5  00 

M.  P.  Callannn  44  44  .  3  50 

A.  W.  Keene,  4  4  4  4  .  29  35 


$458  35 


TOWN  VS.  LOVINA  H.  COOK— DRAIN  SUIT. 

Peter  McCabe,  services  at  Worcester .  $1  50 

O.  D.  Holmes,  witness  fees .  57  20 


$58.70 


TOWN  HALL  AND  LOCKUP  ACCOUNT. 

B.  H.  Montague,  services  janitor  of  hall .  $200  00 

44  “  “  41  44  lockup .  100  00 

4  4  4  4  supplies  for  lockup .  10  79 

4  4  4  4  4  4  and  repairs .  44  90 

M.  P.  Callanan,  supplies .  54  46 


$410.15 


TOWN  DEBT  PAID. 

Sarah  F.  Pierce,  note .  $500  00 

Milford  Fire  Insurance  Company  note .  1500  00 


$2,000,00 


TOWN  DEBT. 

Milford  townT  bonds . $40,000  00 

Boston  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  town  bonds .  30,000  00 

Park  notes .  5,000  00 

Hide  and  Leather  Bank,  railroad  bonds .  50,000  00 

State  Treasurer . .  30,000.00 


$155,000.00 


18 


MONEY  LEFT  BY  THE  FOLLOWING  NAMED  PERSONS 
FOR  CARE  OF  BURIAL  LOTS,  AND  WHICH  THE 

TOWN  NOW  OWES. 


Sarah  M.  Whipple .  $100  00 

Mrs.  Theron  Holbrook. .  100  00 

Mrs.  Obediah  Albee .  100  00 

Win.  B.  Dyer .  150  00 

Heirs  of  S.  Dean .  100  00 

Abigail  FI.  Adams .  100  00 

Maiy  E.  Buck . 50  00 


$700  00 


ASSETS  OF  THE  TOWN. 


Seventy-five  shares  Hopkinton  Railroad .  $7500  00 

Bonds  of  Hopkinton  Railroad .  7500  00 

«J.  D.  Hunt,  taxes  1875 .  43  70 

'  *  •'  4*  1876 .  55  52 

44  1877 .  183  80 

J.  II.  Wood,  “  1882 .  3978  16 

“  4  4  4k  sidewalk .  29  60 

Cash  in  treasury .  30812  35 

Due  from  Park  Commissioners,  for  grass .  69  87 

Land  anct  gravel  pit,  Green  street .  150  00 

Due  for  State  Aid .  .  4283  00 

Due  for  Militarv  Aid .  718  00 

•/ 

B.  D.  Godfrey,  due  for  labor  and  team .  7  00 

B.  F.  Holbrook,  for  entering  Main  street  sewer .  50  00 

Henry  C.  Scott  4  4  44  44  44  .  62  50 

Milford  Music  Hall  Company,  for  entering  Main  street 

sewer .  175  00 

Mrs.  L.  H.  Cook,  claim  by  order  Board  of  Health .  213  08 

Fred  Swasey,  due  for  labor  and  material .  47  70 


RECAPITULATION  OF  ORDERS  DRAWN. 


Highways......... .  $8,925  94 

Incidentals,  to.w;n . 4,735  83 

Street  lights  and  gas .  2,549  29 

Town  library . . . 1,353  14 

Money  borrowed  and  paid .  5,000  00 

School  department. . i .  23,175  13 

Support  of  poor .  10,600  00 
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State  aid .  4,283  09 

Military  aid . 1,436  00 

Milford  water  company .  1,400  00 

Incidentals  fire  department . * .  800  00 

New  hose,  M.  F.  D .  994  73 

Repairs  engine  houses .  200  00 

Pay  of  members  M.  F.  D .  2,900  00 

Interest . 9,222  31 

Town  park .  110  32 

Town  history .  1,575  00 

Decoration  Da}’ .  100  00' 

Sidewalks .  2,182  05- 

Concrete  crossings .  556  71 

State  tax .  5,720  00  s 

National  Bank  tax .  2,530  07^’ 

Liquor  Licenses .  1,596  35> 

Pine  stseet .  167  25' 

Edwards  sewer  suit .  458  35 

Town  vs.  Levina  II.  Cook,  drain  suit .  58  70 

Town  Hall  and  lock-up  account .  410  15 

Town  debt... .  2,000  00 


$95,040  32.-: 

WM.  B.  HALE,  1  Selectmen 
D.  J.  CKONAN,  V  of 
I.  N.  CROSBY,  )  Milford- 


Report  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor. 


EXPENSES  AT  THE  FARM. 

Sled . . . .  $  3  00 

Kindlings . 1  50* 

Dry  goods . • . . . .  82  58 

Cattle  bought .  202  00* 

“Whitewashing . 14  00 

Soft  soap . .  21  Oft 

‘Stockbridge  and  lime.  .  .  . . .  27  50 

Tabor . 547  72 

Meat . 334  01 

Fish . . .  235  18 

Clothing... . Cl  00 

Me  dicine  and  medical  attendance .  G1  31 

Ladders,  two. ........  - .  5  52 

Newspapers .  3  00 

Sugar . •  .  110  54 

Molasses  •••••••«»»••  »•«■•»«•»•»»•»•» ......  45  00 

Kerosene  oil . - .  13  40- 

Tea .  65  48 

Cream  Tartar . . . 3  45 

Coffee . 8  20 

Tobacco . . .  75  28 

Rutter .  185  97 

Making  cider- .  4  17 

Repairing  stoves. . 18  40 

Curing  hams,  two  years .  11  89> 

Paid  sow  and  pigs .  68  00 

Blacksmith’s  bill .  32  18 

Bartlett  &  Ellis .  68  92 

Glass  and  putty .  75 

Boots  and  shoes .  29  70 

Paid  for  pasturing  cattle .  16  00 

44  two  burials .  25  00 

Bill  of  S.  Mathewson .  15  00 
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■Sawing  and  grinding .  18  74 

Meal  and  flour .  758  28 

Coal . 37  37 

Lard . 6  58 

Soap,  hard .  10  00 

Grass  seed .  4  30 

Flour  bbls . 15  00 

Brooms . 4  70“ 

Whip  . .  1  40 

Meat  bbls .  1  50 

Saleratus  and  spices, . -  5  10 

Farming  implements,  etc .  0  69 

Paris  green,  baskets,  etc . 4  34 

Salt, .  7  00 

Scythes,  knives,  forks,  etc .  3  29 

Rice  and  oat  meal .  5  62 

Seed  potatoes,  lamp,  etc .  7  13- 

Shoe  findings,  etc .  3  78 

Mittens,  beans,  sieve,  etc .  5  48 

Dried  apple,  twine,  etc .  4  09 


$3,310  20 

Salary  of  Supt.  of  Farm  to  March  11,  1883 .  600  00 


$3,910  20 


RECEIPTS  OF  FARM. 

Milk. . $549  55 

Apples .  291  23 

State  aid  and  board  of  soldiers .  189  50 

Trade  in  cattle .  259  00' 

Vegetables,  etc.,  sold .  148  47 

Discount  and  premiums .  13  76 

Apple  tree  lumber  sold .  10  12 

Ox  work  and  pigs  sold . 20  30 

Hay .  29  26 

John  Gloucester .  24  00 

S.  Mather .  21  64 

S.  S.  &  L.  P.  Jones .  17  00 

John  Madden,  produce .  34  84 

F-  N*  Inman . 4  50 


$1,613  17 


I 
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PERSONS  RECEIVING  AID  IN  MILFORD  AWAY  FROM 

THE  FARM. 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Ahern .  $  96  73 

Mrs.  Henry  Anthony . 2  15 

Mrs.  John  Barlow . 65  71 

Mrs.  Thomas  Barry7 .  205  48 

Mrs.  Patrick  J.  Burns .  17  20 

Patrick  Butler .  7  15 

EliD.  Boover .  29  70 

Patrick  Curry .  52  76 

Mrs.  Mary’  Cronan . 39  25 

Mrs.  Patrick  Cloonan .  239  36 

Michael  Coy’,  jr .  67  38 

Patrick  Conn  iff .  56  00 

John  Cook .  72  25 

Wm.  Cain .  26  75 

Miss  Nora  Crakan .  69  86 

Patrick  Clancy .  56  63 

Alexander  Coy’ .  24  30 

Mrs.  Winnefred  Casey .  14  50 

Mrs.  Michael  Dillon* . • .  38  83 

James  Donahue .  3  75 

Mrs.  Joseph  Durham .  10  20 

Thomas  Donovan .  7  67 

Mrs.  Thomas  Finton .  46  06 

Mrs.  D  Flagg .  47  00 

Mrs.  -  Donohue .  30  63 

Mrs.  Wm.  Dacey . 201  29 

Mrs.  Patrick  Gahagan .  108  75 

Mrs.  Hugh  Glennon .  52  00 

Andrew  Gilroy . . .  14  95 

William  Hayes .  24  52 

Mrs.  John  Hogan . 31  98 

Mrs.  Michael  Halpin. . .  164  66 

Jerry  Haynes .  4  75 

Tim  Hurley .  43  01 

Michael  Hagney’ .  39  92 

Mrs.  Ellen  Hartnett . 14  00 

Mrs.  James  A.  Kennedy .  266  22 

Mrs.  Barney  Kelley* .  61  45 

Mrs.  Terrence  Cain . 2  00 

Mrs.  Michael  Lyons .  92  45 

Mrs.  Thomas  Lyons .  138  97 

Michael  Lavin .  20  00 

Patrick  Nugent .  9  35 

Ellen  O’Connoi . .  22  25 

Mrs.  Hannora  O’Connor .  6  75 

Mrs.  Wm  O’Connell .  32  34 
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Mrs.  Martin  O’Connell... 

Patrick  Powers . 

Thomas  Surgerson . 

Miss  Bridget  Sweeney. . .  . 

Daniel  Shay . 

Mrs.  Harry  Sidley . 

Joel  L.  Stanford . 

Mrs.  Thomas  Shanghnessy 

John  Quinlan . 

Mrs.  Michael  Tulon . 

Mrs.  Daniel  McCarty. . . . 
Mrs.  Patrick  McGrath. . . 
Mrs.  John  C.  Morrissey. . 

Mrs.  Peter  McCabe . 

Mrs.  John  P.  Moore . 

Thos.  Mullin . 

Edward  McKenna . 

Mrs.  Hosea  Marshall . 

Miss  Nancy  McCool . 

Mrs.  Patrick.  Manion . 

Mrs.  Edward  Murphy.... 
Mrs.  James  Middleton... 

Mrs.  Martin  Ward . 

Mrs.  Margaret  Welch. . . . 

Timothy  Wallace . 

John  W.  Wilson . 

Mrs.  Thomas  Rabbitt  .  . . . 

Mrs.  Dennis  Ryan . 

Mrs.  Mary  Rogers . 


7  81 
14  25 
81  30 
39  50 
138  92 
43  23 

25  63 
11  00 
97  53 
41  20 
13  50 
36  70 

34  00 
3  50 

223  54 
52  43 
11  88 
122  76 
220  76 
97  40 
43  70 

35  00 
89  43 
52  13 
58  00 
24  00 

157  85 
83  79 

26  48 


Borrowed 


$4566  73 
108  79 


$1675  52 

Six  families  have  borrowed  $108.79,  who,  we  are  happy  to  say, 
have  pride  enough  to  pa}'  the  same  and  keep  their  names  from  Town 
Report.  $47  has  been  already  paid,  and  we  think  the  balance  will 
soon  be.  Their  names  and  amounts  can  be  found  on  book  by  our 
successors. 


PERSONS  BELONGING  TO  MILFORD  AIDED  IN  OTHER 

TOWNS. 


Mrs.  Fleming  Adams,  Sheldonville .  $  52  00 

Mrs.  Mary  Bernard,  Boston .  34  00 

Mrs.  John  W.  Foley,  “  .  18  00 

Mrs.  Abbty  Reed,  “  .  10  35 


\ 
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Mrs.  Mary  Moran,  Boston .  115  65 

John  Moore,  44  14  89 

James  Miller,  44  25  00 

Patrick  Mahan,  44  2  00 

Patrick  Boyle,  Worcester .  62  30 

Mrs.  Mary  E.  Hayward,  44  70  00 

Thomas  Larkin,  (1881)  44  2  75 

Joseph  Legesy,  44  7  10 

Mrs.  Mary  Shehee,  44  7  40 

Mrs.  Josephine  Sawyer,  44  3  70 

Mrs.  Sarah  Tiernan,  44  12  00 

John  Dogherty,  Holliston .  9  90 

Lewis  Hinkley,  Ware .  10  00 

Willard  N.  Howe,  Ashland .  30  00 

Michael  Holland,  Somerville .  52  66 

Mary  Holland,  44  12  00 

Toby  Hart,  Spencer .  102  13 

Julius  L.  Johnson,  Bellingham .  55  00 

Mrs.  Huldah  (Johnson)  White,  Abington .  18  66 

John  O’Sullivan,  Mendon .  45  75 

Mrs.  Ann  Quinlivan,  Spencer .  44  00 

Mrs.  Margaret  Quinn,  Lowell .  14  75 

Mrs.  Edward  Sireiack,  Bellingham .  91  75 

Lewis  C.  Shepard,  Mansfield .  42  76 

Wm.  J.  Stewart,  Marlboro .  74  75 

James  Murphy,  44  97  75 

Launcelot  Waldron,  44  39  70 

Mrs.  Joanna  Slatteiy,  Hopkinton .  59  50 

Mrs.  Marcus  Wilcox,  Douglas .  149  55 

Patrick  McQuaide,  Blackstone .  125  30 

Thomas  Moran,  Fall  River .  38  63 

Mrs.  Patrick  Toohev,  Holliston .  119  00 


SI, 670  68 


PERSONS  BELONGING  TO  OTHER  TOWNS,  LIVING  IN 

MILFORD. 

Charles  Adams,  Millbury .  $  5  60 

Mrs.  Hiram  Adams,  Blackstone .  105  00 

Will  iam  H.  Bigelow,  Hopkinton .  10  50 

F.  B.  Butterfield,  Lowell .  4  90 

Mrs.  Mary  Clapp,  Hopkinton .  8  00 

Michael  Murphy,  44  .  73  08 

Richard  Carey,  Boston .  16  00 

John  Lynch,  41  .  9  38 

Isaac  Cox,  Stoughton .  3  00 
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Mrs.  Jerry  Dailey,  Northbridge .  182  30 

Chas.  H.  Snowling,  “  .  159  28 

John  F.  Hilferty,  Medway .  12  01 

Thomas  Hogan,  44  .  20  00 

Geo.  D.  Kendall,  Framingham .  9  38 

Joshua  O.  Langley,  Warren .  168  78 

John  Powers,  Bellingham... .  . .  8  17 

Thomas  Roberts,  Berkeley .  7  50 

Mrs.  Anna  D.  Smith,  Uxbridge .  28  01 

Mrs.  Dennis  Hayes,  4k  .  22  50 

Mrs.  Sarah  Tree,  Charlestown .  17  70 

Leonidas  Tourtelotte,  Upton .  32  95 

John  L.  Hadley,  Medway .  3  70 

Wm.  Carberry,  Hopkinton .  3  75 

Mrs.  William  Male}’,  Blackstone .  14  00 


$925  49 


INSANE. 


Henry  Cain . $169  46 

Caroline  Coughlin .  195  91 

Abbott  L.  Perry... .  170  15 

M.  A.  Goldsmith .  49  56 

Maria  Ripley .  2  73 

Bridget  Hudner .  53  82 

Dennis  Pyne .  193  01 

Charles  W.  Dunham .  184  69 

Anna  Mee* . <■ .  84  06 

John  Coffee .  114  18 

Henry  Wall. . .  13  81 

Kate  Collins .  62  85 


$1294  23 


STATE  PAUPERS. 


Mrs.  James  O’Brien, 
Michael  Murphy, 

William  Fahev, 

Mrs.  Daniel  Gilmore, 

Mrs.  Hannah  Cooney, 

Mrs.  Susan  Tooliey, 

Mrs.  Charlotte  Paul, 

Joseph  Durham, 

Henry  Paradise, 

William 


Mrs.  Margaret  Callanan, 
William  Hart}’, 

Crolien  Connell, 

Patrick  Tarpy, 

Michael  Finn, 

John  Pettit, 

Ernest  Bernard, 

Thomas  Kennedy, 

John  Hayes, 

O’Connell. 


Amount .  . . 
Tramps  . . . 
Incidentals 


$773  38 
15  00 
1 5  59 
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BILLS  DUE  MILFORD  FROM  OTHER  TOWNS. 


Medwa}* .  $  3  70 

Warren .  26  70 

Hopkinton .  13  78 

Uxbridge .  32  50 

Northbridge .  12  25 

Ft  amingham .  9  38 

Charlestown .  17  70 

•Stoughton  .  3  00 

Lowell .  4  90 

Berkelej* .  7  50 


8131  41 


RECEIPTS, 


Cash  on  hand  Feb.  1882 .  8  7  62 

John  D ron a .  1  00 

Cash  of  E.  C.  Claflin .  10,600  00 

Millbury .  5  60 

Upton .  32  95 

Gloucester .  4  25 

Stoughton .  3  75 

Hopkinton .  180  56 

Northbridge . , .  365  95 

Boston .  88  53 

Uxbridge .  18  01 

Medway .  32  01 

Warren .  142  08 

Blackstone . 105  00 

Prod  uce  from  Farm .  1,613  17 

Refunded  borrowers .  4  7  00 

State .  11  50 


$13,258  98 

Due  Elias  Whitney .  21  11 


$13,280  09 


RECAPITULATION. 


.Expense  of  Farm . . .  S3,!)  10  20 

Persons  aided  away  from  Farm .  4,675  52 

“  in  other  towns .  1,670  68 

“  belonging  to  other  towns .  925  49. 

State  paupers .  773  38 

Insane .  1,294  23 

Tramps  and  incidentals .  30  59 


$13,280  09 
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Whole  number  admitted . . . 

Average  number . 

Average  weekly  cost,  about 


$1  25 


The  valuation  does  not  vary  much  from  year  toj’ear,  only  in  the 
rise  and  fall  of  stock.  It  is  necessary  to  keep  the  property  in  prop¬ 
er  repair  and  in  working  order.  The  warden  of  the  farm  is  paid  up 
to  March  11,  1883,  it  being  one  year  up  to  that  date.  The  town 
doctor  is  paid  up  to  April  1,  1883  ;  salary,  $150.  The  sick  State 
poor  are  paid  to  Jan.  1,  1883.  Nancy  McCool’s  board  is  paid  to 
March  1,  and  that  of  Mrs.  Marcus  Wilcox  of  Douglas  is  paid  to 
Feb.  1,  and  hired  help  to  Feb.  1.  The  expenses  for  the  }Tear 
ending  Feb.  1,  1883,  have  been  somewhat  higher  than  in  1882,  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  high  price  of  grain  and  meat  and  many  other  things  we 
have  to  bu}^.  But  the  income  is  also  much  more  than  last  year. — 
Our  crops  suffered  by  the  dry  weather,  but  we  had  a  good  average 
with  our  neighbors. 


ELIAS  WHITNEY 
JOHN  MADDEN, 
O.  F.  BIRCH. 


Overseers 


of 

Poor. 


Report  of  the  Board  of  Engineers 

OF  THE  MILFORD  FIRE  DEPARTMENT,  FOR  THE  YEAR 

ENDING  FEBRUARY  7,  1883. 

Cash  on  hand  February  8,  1882 .  $  50  49 

Cash  received  of  H.  L.  Patrick  for  use  of  steamer .  12  00 

44  W.  E.  Cheney  for  bill-board  room. ...  3  00 

44  T.  N.  Sherman  for  use  of  derrick .  36  00 

u  Estabrook  &  Wires  for  use  of  hose. . .  2  50 

44  W.  J.  Blanchard  for  rebate  on  bill....  9  00 

44  Moore  &  Co.  for  use  of  hose .  5  00 

4  4  Engineers  of  Ilopkinton  for  help  at  fire  50  00 

44  44  44  Holliston  44  44  44  9  54 

44  A.  S.  Sampson  &  Co.  for  old  harnesses  18  00 

44  F.  J.  Dutcher  for  use  of  steamer .  5  00 

44  Hopedale  Machine  Co.  for  use  derrick  39  75 

44  T.  C.  Eastman  for  use  of  derrick .  15  00 

44  J.  L.  Smith  for  old  rubber  hose .  3  6G 

Ethan  C.  Claflin  for  purchase  of  hose.  994  73 
44  4  4  4  4  4  4  repairs  of  houses.  200  00 

*  4  4  *  4  4  4  4  pa}r  of  members. .  2500  00 

4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  incidentals 1200  00 


$5153.67 


EXPENDITURES. 

O’Donnell  and  Powers .  $  2  50 

O.  D.  Holmes . 12  00 

C.  L.  Withered .  29  00 

Milford  Gas  Light  Company .  250  90 

A.  Claflin  Steam  Fire  Engine  Company  No.  2.  ...  261  75 

Field  Bros .  58  94 

Wide  Awake  Hose  Compan}' No.  1 .  302  00 

Dennis  Cahill .  1  00 

Frank  Foley .  8  00 

Fred  Wales .  1  00 
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F.  D.  Holbrook .  44  50 

F.  G.  McLaughlin .  15  10 

Extinguisher  Engine  Company  No.  1  .  135  00 

C.  E.  Peirce .  15  00 

F.  L.  Andrews .  15  00 

Hopedale  Stable  Compan}T .  3  00 

Washington  Engine  Company  No.  1 .  692  48 

Board  of  Engineers .  257  50 

Weed  Bros.  &  Lent .  5  73 

Irons  &  Hoyt . . .  85 

Excelsior  Hook  and  Ladder  Company .  300  00 

Henry  Willard .  110  75 

Milford  Steam  Fire  Engine  Company  No.  1  .  177  50 

Hapgood  &  Mayhew .  5  00 

Wm.  J.  Blanchard .  41  00 

E.  E.  Cook .  2  00 

Geo.  A.  Sherburne .  5  00 

J.  O.  Simonds .  6  00 

M.  W.  Edwards .  21  00 

N.  B.  Fairbanks .  175  75 

W.  L.  Billings .  4  00 

Boston  &  Albany  Railroad .  9  54 

Bartlett  &  Ellis .  38  01 

North  Star  Engine  Company  No.  4 .  319  00 

A.  Tyler .  15  59 

Lysander  Grow,  agt .  20  00 

C.  O.  Woodbury .  119  48 

J.  E.  Wagner .  145  80 

Crosby  &  Co .  18  50 

Wright  &  Waterhouse .  30  00 

Henry  C.  Skinner . 11  16 

Barney  Kelling .  1  20 

J.  N.  Lille}' .  3  00 

C.  W.  Wilcox .  3  50 

Sanders  &  Sloan . 7  72 

A.  J.  Morse  &  Son .  178  83 

J.  Haskins  &  Co .  7  00 

Asaph  Withington  .  7  41 

Ross,  Turner  &  Co .  261  00 

Fabric  Fire  Hose  Co .  472  63 

American  Fire  Hose  Co .  255  00 

H.  E.  Morgan .  1  00 

L.  Wheelock .  10  11 

Hopedale  Machine  Co . 17  85 

J.  C.  Coffee .  32  19 

C.  Bou ret .  25 

Moses  Joy,  jr .  18  35 

A.  J.  Ames .  87  50 

J.  P.  Quinlan .  14  00 
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Thomas  Gilmore .  3  00 

A.  S.  Tuttle .  90 

W.  H.  Britton . . .  27  25 

D.  B.  Rock  wood .  5  50 

T.  C.  Eastman.. .  4  13 

Scott  and  Bell .  5  90 

E.  G.  Bell .  2  50 

J.  II.  Scott .  2  50 

Richard  Taft .  1  25 

YVhittemore  &  Marceau . .  1  20 

Eldredge  &  Beatty .  10  02 

George  A.  Frost .  10  75 

C.  E.  Clark .  7  00 

B.  H.  Montague .  4  00 

Balance  cash  on  hand .  2  90 


$5153  67 

There  has  been  twenty-two  alarms  of  tire  from  Jan.  1,  1882,  to 
Jan.  1,  1883,  from  the  following  causes  : 

Fire  in  buildings,  14 ;  out  of  town,  2  ;  woods,  3  ;  chimney,  1  ; 
Catholic  cemcteiy,  1  ;  burning  brush,  1. 

The  present  number  of  members  in  the  department  is  94,  as 
follows  : 


ENGINEERS,  EIGHT. 


Asaph  Withington,  chief, 
James  Powers,  1st  asst., 

E.  G.  Bell,  2nd  asst., 

H.  C.  Skinner,  clerk  and  treas., 


Joseph  B.  Bancroft, 

O.  D.  Holmes, 

P.  P.  O’Donnell, 
John  H.  Scott. 


WIDE  AWAKE  HOSE,  FIFTEEN. 


S.  W.  Blunt  foreman  and  treas 
William  J.  Stimpson  1st  asst., 
Charles  W.  Adams,  2nd  asst., 
William  S.  Walker,  clerk, 

Fred  H.  Wales, 

H.  D.  Withington, 

Austin  D.  White, 

Frank  D.  Holbrook 


Standing’ 


Committee. 

steward, 


•Walter  B.  Carpenter, 
David  L.  Stimpson, 
Frank  N.  Adams, 
J.P.  Remick, 

George  H.  Fuller, 

E.  R.  Bun-ill, 

Charles  E.  Dewing. 


MIEFORL)  STEAMER  NO.  ONE,  THIRTEEN. 


G.  A.  P.  Hancock,  foreman  and 
treasurer, 

F.  R.  P.  Maim,  1st  asst., 

A.  W.  Cheney,  clerk  and  treas., 
Andrew  J.  Ames,  engineer, 

J.  E.  Wagner,  driver, 

H.  E.  Rock  wood, 


Edgar  F.  Pond, 

G.  S.  Merrill, 
William  Kelley, 
Thomas  O.  Nelson, 
A.  F.  A.  G.  Libbv, 
J.  F.  Kimball, 
Lewis  E.  Doll  iff. 
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EXCELSIOR  HOOK  AND  LADDER,  TWENTY. 


P.  J.  Baxter,  foreman, 

E.  J.  Gahagan,  assistant, 
T.  J.  Connor,  clerk, 

M.  T.  Kenney,  treasurer, 
J.  P.  Quinlan,  steward, 
Dennis  Cahill, 

William  Halpin, 

Neil  F.  Devine, 

James  Birmingham. 
James  Murphy, 


Timothy  Kelley, 
Patrick  Slattery, 
Thomas  Quirk, 
Thomas  Mahon, 
John  O’Conner, 
John  Manning, 
John  Kelly, 

John  Crahan, 
Michael  Small, 
James  Lalley. 


EXTINGUISHER  ENGINE  CO.  NO.  ONE,  NINE.. 


G.  E.  Frink,  foreman  and  treas., 
G.  S.  Arnold,  1st  asst., 

O.  S.  Knapj),  2nd  asst., 

F.  L.  Andrews,  steward, 

E.  L.  Chichester,  clerk. 


G.  H.  Cole, 

A.  R.  Fowler, 
C.  E.  Pierce, 
Samuel  Pi  1  lings. 


AARON  CLAFLIN  STEAMER  NO.  TWO,  FIFTEEN - 


Halah  Harden,  foreman  and 
treasurer, 

Frank  E.  Mathewson,  1st  asst., 
William  A.  Fairbanks,  clerk, 
Nahum  B.  Fairbanks,  engineer, 

C.  Oscar  Woodbury,  driver, 
Albert  H.  Manly, 

Joseph  H.  Morse, 


Albert  J.  Watkins, 
Charles  H .  Cook, 

John  Harden, 

John  G.  Shurtliff, 
Charles  Allen, 

William  H.  Schoviller. 
E.  Waldo  Whitmore, 
Walter  A.  Otis. 


WASHINGTON  HOSE  CO.  NO.  TWO,  FOURTEEN.. 


D.  R.  Johnson,  foreman  and  treas¬ 
urer, 

Lyman  E.  Belknap,  1st  asst., 

T.  J  Berrill,  2d  asst., 

W.  J.  Pyne,  clerk, 

Geo.  A.  Frost,  steward, 

F.  J.  McLaughlin, 

P.  J.  Connor, 


Daniel  Ring, 
Frank  Rock  wood, 
Emmons  Fletcher, 
Bart  Harrington, 

C.  R,  Blanchard, 

D.  E.  Messenger,. 
T.  F.  Martin. 


SCHEDULE  OF  PROPERTY. 


Five  engine-houses  and  fixtures. 

Two  steam  fire  engines  and  hose  carriages. 

Two  hand-engines  and  hose  carriages  without  companies. 

One  four-wheeled  hose  carriage  and  fixtures. 

One  Babcock  fire  extinguisher,  with  fixtures. 

One  hook  and  ladder  carriage,  with  the  usual  amount  of  hooks,, 
forks,  ladders,  buckets  and  ropes  for  roping  off  the  streets  to  pre¬ 
vent  people  from  driving  over  the  hose  while  in  use  at  a  fire. 

There  are  sixteen  reservoirs,  in  good  condition,  and  located  in- 
the  following  places  : — 

One  near  the  Town  House  on  South  Bow  street;  one  in  Lincolns 
Square ;  one  on  the  Parish  Common  ;  one  on  the  corner  of  Maim 


and  Fruit  streets ;  one  on  West  street,  near  Samuel  Walker’s  shop ; 
one  at  the  corner  of  Fayette  and  Congress  streets ;  one  on  Ex¬ 
change  street,  near  the  Post-Office;  one  on  Jefferson  street,  near 
Bragg’s  slip  ;  one  at  the  junction  of  Pearl  and  School  streets  ;  one 
on  Walnut  street,  opposite  the  house  of  Mr.  Morrill ;  one  on  the 
North  road,  near  the  house  of  Joseph  Hancock  ;  one  near  the  North 
Star  engine  house;  one  at  Jonesville ;  one  on  the  corner  of  West 
and  Lee  streets  ;  one  on  Grove  street,  near  Forest ;  and  one  on  the 
corner  of  Havward  street,  near  the  B.  &  A.  Railroad  crossin". 
There  is  a  hydrant  near  the  coal  yard  of  L.  A.  Cook ;  one  near  the 
B.  &  A.  Railroad  depot ;  one  near  M.  W.  Edwards’  stable,  and  one 
at  the  corner  ol  Central  street  and  Bragg’s  slip.  (These  hydrants 
aie  worthless,  except  for  the  use  of  steamers  or  hand  machines,  the 
same  as  the  reservoirs.) 

HYDRANTS  OK  THE  MILFORD  WATER  WORKS - WHERE  LOCATED. 

One  two-wa}’  on  Jefferson  street,  opposite  Bragg’s  slip  ;  one  on  Pine 
street,  opposite  Baptist  church ;  one  on  Congress  street,  opposite 
the  head  of  Pine  street ;  one  on  Congress  street,  opposite  the 
head  of  Spruce  street ;  one  on  Congress  street,  opposite  the  iiead  of 
Walnut  street ;  one  on  Walnut  street,  corner  of  Emmons  street; 
one  on  Mechanics  street,  opposite  the  head  of  Winter  street;  one 
on  Winter  street,  corner  of  Granite  street ;  one  on  Sumner  street, 
opposite  the  foot  of  Granite  street ;  one  on  East  Main  street,  cor¬ 
ner  of  Short  street;  one  on  East  Main  street,  corner  of  Hopkinton 
road  ;  one  on  East  Main  street,  corner  of  Cook  street ;  one  on  East 
Main  street,  at  the  head  of  Beach  street ;  one  on  Beach  street  at  the 
foot  of  Simonds  street;  one  on  Beach  street,  at  the  junction  of 
Central  street;  one  three-way  on  Central  street,  at  the  junction 
of  Depot  street ;  one  two-way  on  Central  street,  corner  of  Bragg’s 
slip ;  one  on  Central  street,  near  R.  E.  Foster’s  shop :  one  on  Con¬ 
gress  street,  at  the  junction  of  Exchange  street ;  one  at  the  corner 
of  West  and  High  streets  ;  one  at  the  corner  of  West  and  Quinlan 
streets  ;  one  on  Lawrence  street,  at  the  head  of  Quinlan  street ;  one 
at  the  corner  of  School  and  Spruce  streets  ;  one  three-way  on  School 
street,  opposite  the  High  school  house ;  one  at  the  junction  of 
School  and  Pearl  streets ;  one  two-way  on  the  north  road,  near 
Dilla  street ;  one  on  the  North  road,  near  Alfred  Gibson’s :  one  at 
the  corner  of  Pearl  and  Granite  streets ;  one  three-way  at  the  cor¬ 
ner  of  North  Bow  and  Spring  streets ;  one  two-way  at  the  foot  of 
North  Bow  and  Jefferson  streets  ;  one  three-wav  at  the  corner  of 
North  Bow  and  Central  streets  ;  one  two-way  at  the  corner  of  North 
Bow  and  Claflin  streets ;  one  at  corner  of  South  Bow  street  and 

- slip  one;  at  junction  of  Claflin  and  Franklin  streets;  one 

on  Claflin  street,  near  R.  C.  Hussey’s:  one  three-way  at  the  junc¬ 
tion  of  Claflin  and  Forest  streets;  one  two-wav  on  Giove  street, 
near  G.  G.  Parker’s  ;  one  at  the  corner  of  Grove  and  South  Maiii 
streets  ;  one  at  corner  of  South  Main  and  Forest  streets ;  one  at 


corner  of  South  Main  and  Orchard  streets  ;  one  at  corner  of  Chest¬ 
nut  and  Orchard  streets  ;  one  at  corner  of  Chestnut  and  Franklin 
streets  ;  one  on  Fruit  street,  corner  of  Otis  street ;  one  on  Main 
street,  corner  of  Sumner  street;  one  on  Main  street,  corner  of  South 
Bow  street ;  one  three-way  on  Main  street,  corner  of  Pearl  street ; 
one  two-way  on  Main  street,  corner  of  Court  street;  one  on  Main 
street,  corner  of  Spruce  street ;  one  on  Main  street,  corner  of 
Spring  street ;  one  ori  Main  street,  corner  of  Jefferson  street;  one 
three  way  on  Main  street,  corner  of  Pine  street ;  one  two-way  on 
Main  street,  near  Lawrence  Block  ;  one  three-way  on  Main  street, 
corner  of  Central  street ;  one-two  wav  on  Main  street,  corner  of 
South  Bow  street ;  one  three-way  on  Main  street,  corner  of  South 
Main  street;  one  two-way  on  Main  street,  corner  of  Hollis  street; 
one  on  Main  street,  corner  of  Chapin  street;  one  on  Main  street, 
corner  of  Fruit  street ;  one  three-way  on  Main  street,  corner  of 
Greene  street ;  one-two  way  at  corner  of  Congress  street  and 
Church  place;  one  three-way  at  corner  of  Adin  and  Hopedale 
streets  ;  one  two-way  at  corner  of  Freedom  and  Hopedale  streets  ; 
one  four-way,  Chapman  independent  valve  hydrant  (private)  in  the 
mill  yard  of  the  Hopedale  Machine  Company  ;  one  two-way  (pri¬ 
vate)  on  Central  street,  opposite  the  shoe  factory  of  Jones  & 
Shippee. 


ENGINES  AND  CARRIAGES. 

Milfoid  Steam  Fire  Engine  No.  1,  Cole  Brothers,  builders,  lo¬ 
cated  in  the  steamer-house,  South  Main  street. 

Aaron  Claflin  Steam  Fire  Engine  No.  2,  Amoskeag  build,  located 
in  the  steamei -house,  South  Main  street. 

Washington  Engine  No.  1,  Button  &  Sen,  builders,  located  in 
No.  1  engine-house,  at  Lincoln  square. 

North  Star  Engine  No.  4,  Jeffers,  builder,  is  located  in  North 
Purchase  in  enginerhouse  No.  4. 

Wide-Awake  Hose  Carriage  No.  1  is  located  in  No.  1  engine- 
house,  at  Lincoln  square. 

Excelsior  Hook  and  Ladder  Carriage  is  located  in  the  old  No.  3 
engine-house,  at  the  junction  of  Main  and  Spruce  streets. 

Extinguisher  Engine  No.  1  is  located  in  the  engine-house  at 
Hopedale. 

All  the  above  apparatus  is  in  good  working  order. 

There  is  in  the  department  one  first-class  heavy  derrick,  in  good 
repair. 

There  are  3650  feet  of  good  reliable  hose  in  the  department. 

There  are  350  feet  of  fabric,  750  feet  of  rubber  end  500  feet  of 
leather  hose  in  the  department,  in  addition  to  the  above,  that  is  not 
reliable,  and  would  not  be  put  into  a  line  for  use  at  a  fire,  until  all 
the  other  (or  good)  hose  was  used. 
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RECO  M  M  EN  D  ATI  ON  S . 

That  the  pa)'  of  members  be  the  same  as  last  year,  and  the  ap¬ 
propriation  of  the  following  sums  of  money  : 


For  pay  of  members .  $1800  00 

Incidental  expenses .  1200  00 

Repairs,  etc .  3,00  00 

Purchase  of  new  hose .  1800  00 


The  buying  of  a  new  hose  carriage  for  use  in  Hopedale,  and  the 
forming  of  a  company  to  run  with  the  same. 

That  the  town  build  on  the  vacant  lot,  known  as  the  old  ceme¬ 
tery,  a  building  suitable  for  the  use  and  accommodation  of  all  ap- 
aratus  and  companies  located  in  the  center  of  the  town,  and  for  a 
fire  alarm. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ASAPH  WITHINGTON,  Chief  Engineer. 
JAMES  POWERS,  1st  Assistant  “ 

E.  G.  BELL,  2d  Assistant  “ 

JOSEPH  B.  BANCROFT, 

P.  P.  O’DONNELL, 

JOHN  H.  SCOTT, 

HENRY  C.  SKINNER,  Clerk  and  Treasurer. 


Town  Clerk's  Report. 


There  were  72  marriages  recorded  in  the  town  in  1882,  of  which  12 
were  of  foreign  and  60  American  birth;  16  marriage  ceremonies  were 
performed  by  Rev.  Adin  Ballou,  15  by  Catholic  clergymen,  and  the 
balance  by  clergymen  of  other  denominations. 

There  were  174  births  recorded — 93  male  and  81  female;  104  hail 
fathers  of  American  birth,  and  70  of  foreign;  118  mothers  of  American 
and  56  foreign  birth. 


The  total  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  were  162,  of  which  3tl 
were  5  years  and  less ;  17  were  5  and  under  20 ;  46  were  20  and  less 
than  50  years ;  and  in  60  cases  they  were  50  years  and  upwards. 

The  following  were  the  causes  of  death :  Puerperal,  1  j  consump¬ 
tion,  29;  Bright’s  disease,  3;  pneumonia,  6;  heart,  8;  hemorrhage  of 
bowels,  l;pleuritis,  1;  old  age,  13;  erysipelas,  1;  carditis,  1;  enteritis, 
2;  rupture  of  brain  (by  fall),  1;  apses,  1;  decline,  3;  congestion  of 
bowels,  1;  unknown,  2;  cancer  in  uterus,  2 ;  still-born,  8;  acute  hy- 
drocephalis,  2 ;  peritonitis,  1;  neuralgia,  1;  chicken  pox,  1 ;  convul¬ 
sions,  2;  bronchitis,  2 ;  liver  complaint,  2 ;  typhoid  fever,  2 ;  diarrhoea, 
3;  croup,  2;  acute  nephritis,  1;  tubercular  meningitis,  1;  spinal  men¬ 
ingitis,  1 ;  blood  poison,  1;  anema,  1;  growth  on  stomach,  1;  lung 
fever,  3;  marasmus,  2;  hemorrhage,  1;  accident,  1;  congestion,  1; 
paralysis,  5;  congestion  of  brain,  1;  hernia,  2;  fever,  3;  cramps,  1; 
anema,  1;  suicide,  2;  rheumatism  and  dropsy,  1;  colic  acute  collapse, 
1;  spine,  1 ;  cholera  infantum,  6;  water  on  the  brain,  2;  debility,  I; 
dyspepsia,  1 ;  fever  and  insane,  1 ;  old  age  and  insane,  1 ;  tumor,  1; 
softening  of  the  brain,  1 ;  rheumatism.  2;  diphtheria,  1;  inflammation 
of  bowels,  1;  paralysis  of  brain,  1;  phthisis  pulmonalis,  2;  apoplexy, 
4;  myelitis,  1 ;  cancer  in  bowels,  2. 

There  were  59  liquor  licenses  recorded,  and  260  dog  licenses  issued — 


234  male  and  26  female. 

LEWIS  HAYDEN, 

_  Town  Clerk - 


Report  of  Trustees  of  Yernon  Grove 

Cemetery. 


FOR  THE  YEARS  ENDING  FEB.  15,  1831,  1882,  1883. 


We  have  given  deeds  of  twenty  lots,  for  which  we  have  received 
$231. 

There  have  been  112  interments  in  the  cemetery  during  the  years 


1880,  1881  and  1882. 

DR. 

By  balance  cash  on  hand . . . $  19  24 

Cash  received  for  sale  of  lots .  231  00 

Cash  from  inteiest  on  notes .  42  00 


$292  24 

CR. 

Paid  Perr}'  &  Enslin,  well,  1880 .  $22  85 

L.  Per  ham,  labor  on  well,  1880 .  19  00* 

Bartlett  &  Ellis,  pumps  and  repairs,  1880 .  31  82 

Labor,  1880 . .  .  3G  50 

Labor,  1881 .  20  80 

Flowers,  1881 .  5  95 

L.  Fairbanks,  labor,  tools,  etc .  2f>  40 

Trimming  trees,  1882 .  f>  00 

Laying  out  lots .  11  00 

Cleaning  avenues .  24  00 

Bartlett  &  Ellis,  pump . 7  95 

4*  u  cultivator .  5  75 

Labor  on  fountain .  2  00 


Cash  on  hand 


W.  I. 


$220  02 

.  $72  22 

BRADBURY, 

Secretary  and  Treasurer. 


I 


. 
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Report  of  Trustees  of  Town  Library. 


.  ’ 
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During  the  past  year,  as  usual,  the  Town  Library  has  been  well 
patronized.  Though  not  what  it  might  be  nor  what  it  ought  to  be, 
it  is  deservedly  a  popular  institution.  While  it  is  a  source  of  in¬ 
tellectual  pleasure,  of  gratification  of  the  higher  sort  to  so  many  of 
our  people,  it  should  not  be  forgotten  that  it  claims  our  support  as 
one  of  the  means  of  popular  education,  and  ma}’  well  be  deemed  in 
that  respect  second  only  in  importance  to  our  public  schools. 

We  have  a  goodly  library  of  some  0400  volumes,  to  which  addi¬ 
tions  should  be  made  yearly,  in  order  to  keep  up  with  the  times,  to 
maintain  and  increase  the  interest  of  those  who  avail  themselves  of 
its  privileges.  During  a  period  of  nearly  two  years,  scarcely  any 
new  books  were  bought — the  first  year  owing  to  the  great  expense 
of  issuing  a  new  catalogue,  and  the  last  year  owing  to  the  reduced 
appropriation  made  by  the  town.  The  catalogue  reflects  credit  on 
those  who  had  charge  of  the  work,  is  well  worth  all  the  money  it 
cost,  and  adds  greatly  to  the  value  of  the  library. 

The  small  amount  appropriated  last  March,  and  the  condition  of 
man}'  of  the  books  which  required  that  they  should  be  rebound  or 
replaced,  led  the  Trustees  to  consider  the  expediency  of  closing  the 
reading-room,  so  that  they  might  be  able  to  purchase  some  new 
books.  After  considerable  discussion  and  due  consideration,  the 
majority  of  the  board  thought  best  to  keep  it  open  the  present  year. 
The  same  question  will  be  likely  to  arise  the  coming  year,  unless  a 
larger  appropriation  is  made  by  the  town.  Though  the  reading- 
room  has  its  warm  friends,  and  many  would  regret  to  see  it  closed, 
yet  very  many  more  are  interested  in  the  acquisition  of  new  books. 
If  the  greatest  good  of  the  greatest  number  is  to  be  regarded,  it 
would  seem  that  the  reading-room  must  yield  to  the  superior  claims 
of  the  Librar}\  But  the  Trustees  hope  that  a  sum  may  be  appro¬ 
priated  large  enough  to  give  both  a  reasonable  support. 

The  generous  New  Year’s  gift  of  one  hundred  dollars  made  by 
the  Hon.  Geo.  W.  Johnson,  has  enabled  us  to  purchase  about  one 
hundred  new  books  ;  and  a  welcome  boon  it  lias  doubtless  been  to 
the  friends  of  the  library.  We  trust  that  this  gift  will  not  be  the 
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last  of  the  kind,  but  that  other  persons  will  be  disposed  to  follow 
so  excellent  an  example. 

In  considering  the  question  whether  a  113* thing  can  be  done  for  the 
benefit  ot  the  library,  one  plan  presents  itself  that  might  be 
carried  out  without  involving  any  expense.  The  Board  of  Trustees 
might  be  materially  strengthened  b\’  a  change  in  the  mode  of  elec¬ 
tion,  and  in  the  tenure  of  office.  And  this  matter  we  commend  to 
the  careful  consideration  of  our  fellow-citizens.  Instead  of  eln ris¬ 
ing  thirteen  trustees  annually  to  serve  one  year,  would  it  not  bede- 
cidedly  better  to  have  a  board  of  six  trustees,  two  of  them  to  be 
chosen  annually  to  serve  for  a  term  of  three  years?  If,  after  the 
iiist  election,  only  two  were  to  be  ejected  e\eiw  year,  there  would 
be  moi e  interest  shown,  more  care  taken  in  the  selection,  and  a  bet¬ 
ter  choice  would  naturally  and  almost  necessarily  be  made  than  un¬ 
der  the  present  S3’stem.  In  fact,  under  our  present  regulations,  the 
work  of  the  Board  is  substantially  almost  entirely  done  by  the  five 
members  of  the  Standing  Committee,  who  are  chosen  by  the  thir¬ 
teen  Trustees  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

It  is  highly  desirable  that  the  library  should  be  open  every  after¬ 
noon  in  the  week,  so  that  those  wishing  for  books  would  not  be 
obliged  to  wait  so  long  in  order  to  obtain  them.  Such  a  step  would 
tend  to  increase  the  number  of  readers  and  promote  the  usefulness 
of  the  library.  For  quite  a  number  of  years  past,  the  different 
Boards  of  Trustees  have  felt  that  the  library  ought  to  be  located  in 
better  quarters  They  have  been  looking  out  for  a  more  eligible 
location,  one  of  easier  access,  more  comfortable,  more  attractive, 
and  one  where  there  would  be  less  danger  of  fire,  on  account  of 
which  we  are  obliged  to  pay  so  much  for  insurance.  But  they  have 
not  yet  seen  their  way  clear  to  reach  the  end  desired.  The\'  have 
been  forced  to  economize  closely,  owing  to  the  low  state  of  the 
funds.  They  hope  for  better  things  to  come  in  the  future,  that 
some  time  and  somehow  a  more  suitable  place  will  be  found  for  the 
use  of  the  library.  Indeed,  some  of  us  have  indulged  in  the 
pleasant  anticipation  that  ere  long  we  should  see  erected  in  Milford 
a  Memorial  Flail,  which  would  at  once  keep  fresh  the  memories  of 
our  brave  fellow-citizen^*  who  died  in  the  service  of  their  country 
during  the  late  civil  war,  and  also  afford  safe,  commodious  and 
agreeable  quarters  for  our  Town  Library. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Trustees,  it  was  voted  to  recom¬ 
mend  an  appropriation  of  twelve  hundred  dollars  in  behalf  of  the 
lib)  ary  for  the  year  ensuing. 

C.  A.  DEWEY,  Chairman. 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN. 


To  the  Trustees  of  Milford  Town  Library  : 

I  present  herewith  the  twenty- fourth  annual  report  of  the  Town 
Library. 


The  library  year  began  February  0,  1882,  and  ended  February  3, 
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1883.  The  circulation  was  as  follows :  History,  713;  Biography, 
723;  Politics,  Law  and  Oratory,  117;  Travels,  1139;  Science, 
719;  Fiction,  14,125;  Miscellaneous,  2538;  Religion,  216;  Po¬ 
etry,  400;  Juveniles,  5207  ;  Public  Documents,  7.  Total,  25,904. 
Number  of  cards  issued  during  the  year,  755.  Total  number  of 
cards  to  date  issued,  1849.  Number  of  books  covered,  2636. 
Number  of  notices  sent  delinquents,  346.  Deprived  of  privileges 
of  library  b}’  non-payment  of  fin^s,  153  ;  for  disorderly  conduct,  8  ; 
for  books  returned  in  bad  condition,  6  ;  for  writing  in  books,  3. 

Books  added  during  the  year  :  B37  gift  of  lion.  George  W.  John¬ 
son,  $100,  98  volumes,  in  the  following  departments  :  Fiction,  39  ; 
History,  20;  Juvenile,  19;  Biography,  8;  Travels.  6;  Miscellane¬ 
ous,  6.  By  Gen.  W.  F.  Draper,  two  magnificent  volumes,  *kSou- 
venir  of  Massachusetts,”  containing  biographical  sketches  of  all  the 
officers  of  the  state,  Representatives  and  Senators,  illustrated  with 
heliotype  portraits.  By  George  Whitney,  the  school  library  of  old 
school  district  No.  1.  Public  documents  from  Adin  Ballou,  A.  T. 
Wilkinson,  Smithsonian  Institute,  State  of  Massachusetts,  through 
our  Congressman,  Government  documents,  and  from  the  author,  a 
volume  entitled,  “Is  Consumption  Contagious?”  There  have  been 
purchased,  to  replace  worn-out  books,  244  volumes. 

The  circulation  of  the  library  has  not  come  up  to  former  years, 
for  various  reasons,  among  which  may  be  mentioned  the  following: 
It  was  found  a  large  number  of  very  young  people  were  in  the  habit 
of  exchanging  books  every  day,  and  it  was  evident  that,  to  a  large 
extent,  the  books  were  not  taken  for  the  purposes  of  information, 
but  for  some  other  purpose  for  which  the  library  was  not  establish¬ 
ed ;  at  anj7  rate,  if  read  it  was  too  much  reading  for  young  people, 
and,  with  the  advice  of  the  Standing  Committee,  they  were  allowed 
to  take  books  only  every  other  daj\  This  probably  reduced  the 
circulation  from  3000  to  5000  volumes.  Another  :  More  rules  were 
enforced  in  regard  to  order,  and  a  few  were  disgruntled  and  with¬ 
drew  their  patronage,  and  the  library  was  not  injured  by  their  so 
doing.  Another  was  owing  to  lack  of  funds.  A  large  number  of 
books  needing  rebinding  accumulated;  about  1500  volumes  have 
been  out  in  the  binder’s  hands  the  whole  year,  in  addition  to  the 
300  worn  out,  making  the  labor  both  hard  for  the  librarian  and  an¬ 
noying  to  patrons.  Another :  For  the  same  lack  of  funds,  no  new 
books  have  been  added,  and  without  new  books  the  interest  among 
the  patrons  diminishes.  Under  all  these  circumstances,  the  circula¬ 
tion  has  come  fully  up  to  what  could  reasonably  be  expected. 

The  conduct  of  the  patrons  is  orderly  and  decorous ;  and  it  is 
believed  that  if  the  town  makes  fair  appropriations  to  enable  the 
Committee  to  add  new  books,  the  circulation  of  Milford  Town  Library 
can  be  easil}’  increased  to  40,000  volumes  annually,  and  the  libra¬ 
rian  would  recommend  that  any  additions  thev  may  make  from  the 
appropriation  should  be  added  monthly,  even  if  the  number  was 
small,  thus  increasing  the  interest  of  the  readers,  and  consequently 
the  benefits  of  the  Libraiy.  The  new  catalogue  is  steadil}-  gaining 
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in  favor  with  the  patrons  ns  the  method  of  cataloguing  is  becoming, 
better  understood,  and  with  students  it  meets  with  unqualified 
approbation,  and  I  notice  an  increased  use  of  the  book  for  reference 
and  information  on  various  subjects  made  available  by  it.  A  card 
catalogue  of  the  additions  on  the  same  plan  as  the  printed  one,  has 
been  prepared,  and  all  books  will  be  placed  in  it,  and  when  a  suf¬ 
ficient  number  have  been  added,  the  cards  can  be  sent  the  printer, 
thus  saving  the  expense  of  compiling.  The  reading-room  has  been 
open  as  usual,  but  it  is  a  question  whether,  with  the  small  amount 
of  money  at  the  disposal  of  the  committee,  the  expense  of  the  same 
could  not  be  applied  to  much  better  advantage  for  the  general  use 
of  the  library.  The  suppl}'  of  reading  matter  is  inadequate  for  the 
reading-room  in  quantity,  and  patrons  are  small  in  number  for  that 
reason.  It  seems  to  me  the  library  would  be  better  without  it,  as- 
it  is,  than  with  it.  All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

NATH’L.  F.  BLAKE,  Librarian. 


REPORT  OF  TREASURER, 

J.  E.  Walker,  Treasurer, 

In  account  with  Milford  Town  Library. 


DR. 

Balance  from  last  year’s  account .  $  56 

Town  appropriation .  900  00 

Dog  lax .  453  14 

Donation  from  Hon.  Geo.  W.  Johnson .  100  00 

Cash  received  from  fines .  42  30 

“  u  for  catalogues  sold .  29  50 

“  kk  for  waste  paper .  30 


Or.  S1581  77 

Paid  N.  F.  Blake,  Librarian .  $  300  00 

*k  “  assistant  librarian .  77  00 

H.  C.  Scott,  rent .  180  00' 

G.  G.  Parker,  insurance .  46  38 

L.  A.  Cook,  coal .  34  76 

Printing .  12  25 

Binding  and  covering . 274  95 

Books,  new .  138  53 

Books,  replacing  old  ones .  230  69 

Covering  paper .  9  60- 

Express  .  11  05 

Milford  Gas  Co.,  for  gas .  153  80 

Supplies .  24  88 

Stationery  and  postage .  4  47 

Repairs  and  cleaning .  14  15 

Papers  and  magazines .  66  34 

Balance  on  hand .  2  92 


$1581  77 


REPORT 


OF  THE 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


AND 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 

I 

OF  THE 


TOWN  OF  MILFORD, 

FOR  THE 


SCHOOL  YIE-ALR,  1882-83. 


MILFORD,  MASS. : 

MILFORD  JOURNAL  STEAM  JOB  PRINT. 
1  8  83. 


Board  of  School  Committee. 


GEO.  G.  PARKER.. 
F.  J.  DUTCIIER.... 

JOS.  II.  WOOD . 

JOSEPH  F.  HICKEY 
M.  P.  CALLANAN.. 
GEO.  L.  COOKE.... 


Term  expires,  1885. 
“  1885. 

“  1883. 

“  1883. 

“  1883. 

“  1883. 


Report  of  the  School  Committee. 


Under  the  present  system,  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  furnish  the  town  with  the  more  important  facts  and  de¬ 
tailed  statements  as  to  the  condition  and  needs  of  the  schools. 
And  yet,  it  is  still  the  province  of  the  School  Committee  to  congrat¬ 
ulate  the  town  upon  the  general  prosperity  and  success  of  the  public 
schools  during  the  year,  and  allude,  briefly,  to  some  of  the  more  im¬ 
portant  events  connected  with  their  service. 

Two  of  the  most  valuable  members  of  the  Board  have  voluntarily 
withdrawn  from  further  service  since  the  last  election.  Rev.  J.  T. 
Canavan,  whose  thorough  acquaintance  with  our  public  school  sys¬ 
tem,  and  with  a  large  proportion  of  the  parents  and  childien  di¬ 
rectly  interested,  rendered  him  one  of  our  most  useful  associates, 
resigned  at  the  close  of  the  summer  term. 

Hon.  Geo.  VV.  Johnson,  who  has  been  the  chairman  of  the  Board 
since  the  resignation  of  Judge  Dewey  in  1880,  resigned  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  his  services  in  the  Senate,  to  which  he  had  been  re¬ 
elected.  The  loss  of  a  member  who  brought  to  his  work  the  same 
energy  and  zeal  so  characteristic  of  all  his  public  and  business  life, 
must  be  apparent  to  all. 

Mr.  Mathew  P.  Callanan  and  Dr.  Geo.  L.  Cooke  were  elected  to 
fill  vacancies  occurring  by  these  resignations,  till  the  next  election. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Allard  also  tendered  his  resignation  during  the  sum¬ 
mer  vacation.  Mr.  W.  E.  Hatch  of  Norwich,  Conn.,  was  elected 
as  his  successor,  and  has  made  a  vigorous  beginning  in  his  new  and 
difficult  position. 

Time  has  proved  that  the  enlargement  of  the  High  School  build¬ 
ing  was  none  too  soon.  The  class  admitted  at  the  opening  of  the 
Fall  term  swells  the  number  of  pupils  to  about  two  hundred.  Nor 
is  it  to  be  inferred  that  the  standard  of  admission  has  been  lowered. 
Perhaps  the  impression  has  been  made  to  prevail  that  the  Committee 
have  not  used  due  discretion  in  this  matter,  or  have  recklessly 
admitted  pupils  who  should  have  remained  longer  in  the  Grammar 
schools.  But  it  appears  that  out  of  the  class  of  pupils  admitted  in 
September  last,  only  eight  or  nine  failed  to  attain  the  standard 
required  at  the  close  of  the  half-year,  although  it  demanded  a  higher 
rank  than  ever  before.  It  is  doubtless  true  that  the  management 
of  the  lower  grades  of  schools,  and  their  proper  grading  undei* 
experienced  superintendents,  have  advanced  pupils  more  rapidly, 
and  increased  the  number  fitted  for  the  High  School  at  a  given  time. 
This  should  be  rather  a  source  of  gratification  than  regret. 

And  again,  since  the  adoption  of  a  Two  Years’  Course  in  the 
High  School,  many  who  would  have  ended  their  studies  at  the 
grammar  schools,  are  induced  to  undertake  the  shorter  term  in  the 
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High  School,  but  would  be,  by  their  circumstances,  debarred  from 
the  full  Four  Years’  Course.  The  High  School  should  be  conducted 
for  the  best  good  of  the  people,  as  a  whole,  and  not  for  any  privi¬ 
leged  class. 

EVENING  SCHOOL. 

The  two  upper  rooms  of  the  Claflin  schoolhouse  have  been  opened 
for  the  evening  school,  and  under  the  charge  of  a  member  of  the 
Board  is  affording  an  excellent  opportunity  for  those  who  cannot  at¬ 
tend  the  da}’  schools,  but  have  manhood  and  ambition  enough  to 
appropriate  a  few  evenings  in  each  week  to  mental  culture  and  dis¬ 
cipline,  rather  than  waste  them  in  idleness  or  worthless  pleasure. 
Book-keeping  has  been  introduced,  and  many  of  the  pupils  show  a 
marked  proficiency  in  that  department. 

TRUANCY. 

The  evil  of  truancy  still  prevails,  but  the  law  provides  sufficient 
remedies  if  the  town  will  employ  them.  Under  the  by-laws  adopted 
by  the  town  in  1864,  the  Selectmen  were  directed  to  employ  three 
truant  officers.  But  the  public  statutes  now  provide  that  the  School 
Committee  shall  appoint  two  or  more  truant  officers,  and  fix  their 
compensation,  who  shall  havepower  to  carry  into  effect  the  by-laws 
of  the  town  in  reference  to  truancy,  and  serve  all  legal  processes  to 
that  end.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  town  to  assign  some  place  where 
habitual  truants  may  be  committed  for  reformation.  The  by-laws 
referred  to  assign  the  State  ReformSchool  at  Westborough.  But 
now  the  County  Commissioners  may  establish  a  Truant  School  at 
any  convenient  place,  upon  application  of  three  or  more  towns  in 
the  County.  It  is  important  that  the  town  should  take  some  ac¬ 
tion  in  this  respect. 

The  appropriations  which  the  Committee  ask  for  the  coming  year 
are  as  stated  below. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Committee  will  show  why 
larger  amounts  are  required  in  some  of  the  appropriations: 


Salaries  of  teachers . $16,000  00 

Salary  of  Superintendent .  1,500  00 

Care  of  school-houses .  1,100  00 

Fuel .  1,300  00 

Repairs .  1,500  00 

Evening  school .  500  00 

Incidentals .  1,000  00 


$22,900  00 


GEO.  G.  PARKER, 
FRANK  J.  DUTCHER, 
J.  II.  WOOD, 

JOSEPH  F.  HICKEY, 
M.  P.  CALLANAN, 
GEO.  L.  COOKE. 


S' 

(  School  Committee 

<  of 
j  Milford. 
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REPORT  OF  SECRETARY. 


The  expenses  presented  herewith  cover  the  year  from  February  1, 
1882,  to  February  1,  1883,  and  include  all  bills  as  far  as  obtain¬ 
able.  The  accounts  show  in  what  direction  the  money  has  been 
expended  ;  but  a  little  explanation  as  to  wiry  some  of  the  appropri¬ 
ations  have  been  insufficient,  may  be  in  order. 

For  several  years  past,  the  school  buildings  have  not  been  kept 
up  as  well  as  would  have  been  done  by  a  private  individual  looking 
to  his  best  pecuniary  interest.  If  buildings  are  to  be  painted  at  all, 
it  is  cheaper  to  keep  them  painted,  than  to  wait  until  they  are  so 
badly  worn  that  two  coats  are  a  necessity.  Leak}’  roofs  are  also  a 
direct  damage  to  the  property  within.  One  school-room  has  been 
re-plastered  over  head  the  past  year,  because  the  old  plaster  had  be¬ 
come  loosened  by  repeated  wetting.  For  at  least  the  next  year, 
there  will  be  a  considerable  outlay  required  to  bring  the  exterior  of 
several  large  buildings  into  good  repair. 

The  care  of  school-houses  properly  includes  the  daily  work  of 
janitors,  and  the  extra  house-cleaning  which  should  annually  be 
done  to  keep  rooms  occupied  by  so  large  a  number  of  persons,  in 
suitable  condition.  At  the  rates  now  paid,  and  the  number  of 
weeks  taught,  the  appropriation  of  one  thousand  dollars  will  not 
cover  the  janitors’  pay-roll,  leaving  nothing  for  summer  cleaning. 

In  regard  to  fuel,  we  have  used  about  the  same  quantity  of  coal 
the  past  year  as  the  year  before,  but  owing  to  a  larger  average  price 
per  ton,  the  expense  has  been  greater.  It  would  be  unreasonable 
to  expect  to  furnish  the  necessary  coal  at  six  dollars  per  ton  for  the 
same  figure  paid  when  it  was  but  four  dollars  and  thirty-five  cents, 
as  in  the  report  of  1879-80. 

The  incidental  account  covers  all  bills  of  supplies,  rent  of  Super¬ 
intendent’s  rooms,  printing,  stationery,  use  of  wells,  repair  of 
stoves,  books  for  teachers  and  indigent  pupils,  and  whatever  does 
not  properly  come  within  the  other  appropriations.  One  of  the 
largest  items  annually  is  the  keeping  in  satisfactory  order  the  stoves 
and  stove-pipe ;  the  natural  wear  and  tear  is  considerable,  at  best, 
and  crowded  as  the  fires  are  to  warm  many  of  the  rooms,  the  life  of 
stove-lining  and  pipe  is  materially  reduced.  The  small  supplies  are 
now  in  much  better  condition  than  one  year  ago,  and  by  checking 
everything  of  the  kind  against  the  school  where  used,  the  committee 
hope  to  be  able  another  year  to  give  a  division  of  expenditures  that 
will  show  the  relative  cost  per  scholar  in  the  different  schools. 

In  making  out  the  recommendations  for  appropriations  the  com¬ 
ing  year,  the  committee  have  gone  through  all  the  items,  and  feel 
that  the  amounts  asked  for  are  needed  for  the  efficient  running  of 
the  schools. 
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SUPERINTENDENT. 

John  W.  Allard,  one-half  year., .  750  00 

W.  K.  Hatch,  five-twelfths  year .  625  00 


$13*5  00 


TEACHING. 

II.  W.  Lull .  $1,537  50 

F.  B.  Sherlmrne .  872  50 

Anna  M.  Bancroft .  250  00 

May  A  Parkhurst .  512  50 

Alice  'I'.  Hall . .  262  50 

Helen  S.  Karnes .  526  69 

Mary  J.  Kelly .  366  87 

Jennie  M.  Russell .  132  60 

Hannah  M.  Broderick .  302  60 

Mallie  F.  Gleason .  302  60 

Mary  A.  Holbrook .  38  00 

Kate  E.  Martin . 593  36 

Ellen  A.  Moriarty . 338  20 

Mary  F.  Devine .  302  60 

Emilie  T.  Hart .  302  60 

Edward  Day .  593  36 

Carr  a  V.  Sadler .  338  20 

EvaAV.  Cook .  39  io 

Ada  A.  Adair., . 268  60 

Mary  F.  Aylward .  .  302  60 

Alzie  R.  Hayward .  34  00 

Alice  B.  Chapin . 391  60 

Faustina  M.  Knight .  302  60 

Kate  Chapin .  302  60 

Carrie  L.  Harris .  132  60 

Clara  M.  Inman .  175  00 

Susan  E.  Inman .  302  60 

Maggie  F.  Madden .  302  60 

Eva  E.  Aldrjch .  206  80 

Mary  E.  Johnson . 180  00 

Mary  J.  Kelly,  2d .  332  60 

Minnie  L.  Mann . 381  60 

Susan  R.  Broderick .  373  80 

Kate  A.  Wallace .  132  60 

Annie  F.  Gleason .  170  00 

Delia  E.  Gleason .  338  20 

A.  Augusta  Cay .  302  60 


Jennie  E.  Dale .  391  60 

Amanda  C.  Scammell .  302  60 

8.  E.  Sheldon .  302  60 

Ellen  A.  Devine .  302  60 

Jennie  L.  Goodrich .  302  60 

Anna  L.  Bell .  302  60 

Julia  M.  Barry .  302  60 

Sarah  F.  Burns .  302  60 

Mary  E.  Cochran . . .  302  60 

Kate  McNamara .  302  60 

Lilian  Smith... .  70  00 


$15,729  78 


CARE  OF  SCIIOOLHOUSES. 

Frank  A.  Morrill .  $206  80 

John  Gaffney .  160  20 

Wm.  Kelley. .  160  20 

John  E.  Burke... .  149  52 

Jas.  D.  Draper .  71  20 

Mary  Milan .  53  40 

Mrs.  Brennan . 53  40 

Amanda  C.  Scammell .  17  go 

Kale  McNamar  i .  17  80 

Kate  A.  Wallace .  7  80 

Hannah  Broderick .  7  80 

Susan  R.  Broderick . 17  80 

Minnie  L.  Mann .  17  80 

Jennie  PL  Dale .  17  80 

A.  Augusta  Cay . 17  60 

Delia  PL  Gleason'. .  17  80 

Jennie  L.  Goodrich .  17  80 

Clara  M.  Inman .  10  00 

Annie  F.  Gleason . . .  10  00 

J.  Gaffne}*,  extra  cleaning,  etc .  22  50 

J.  Burke,  “  .  18  00 

W.  J.  Kelly,  “  “  .  9  35 

Thos.  Tracy,  cleaning  well .  4  00 

Hopedale  Stable,  carting  ashes,  etc .  5  00 

F.  A.  Morrill,  cleaning,  mowing,  etc .  31  88 

Mrs.  Larkin  and  Mrs.  Cooney,  cleaning . 8  00 

Mrs.  Force,  cleaning . 8  00 
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REPAIRS. 

( 

Chapman  &  Winn,  carpenter  work .  $1,051  84 

James  Bergih,  “  “  45  28 

W.  F.  Reynolds,  “  “  9  26 

T.  E.  Morse,  painting  and  glazing .  157  42 

Eldredge  &  Beattey,  “  28  65 

E.  M.  No}es,  “  .  26  37 

F.  J.  Iloyt,  gas  piping  at  High  School  house .  82  42 

John  Taft,  mason  work .  .  73  50 

David  Ahern,  stone  work .  5  00 

C.  Cheney,  one-half  fence  at  Park  schoool .  27  96 

Am.  Slate  Roof  Co.,  repairing  High  School  roof .  3  00 

II.  McElwin,  repairing  blackboards .  180  77 

J.  Miller,  turfing  and  grading . .  50  75 


$1,742  22 

« 


FUEL. 

Barney  &  Son,  coal .  $333  36 

L.  A. 'Cook,  “  .  492  00 

Field  Bros.,  “  .  454  00 

Barney  &  Son,  wood .  47  26 

L.  A.  Cook,  “  .  76  21 

E.  J.  Frost,  shavings. .  9  80 

F.  A.  Morrill,  “  "  .  1  00 


$1,413  63 


EVENING  SCHOOL. 

Joseph  H.  Wood,  teaching .  ...  $306  25 

Mary  E.  Johnson,  teaching. .  47  50 

Annie  F.  Keating,  “  .  75  00 

John  E.  Burke,  care  of  rooms  .  25  00 

M.  P.  Callanan,  lamps,  can  and  kerosene .  32  97 

L.  A.  Cook,  coal.  . .  18  00 

Cook  &  Sons,  advertising .  3  00 

King  &  Billings,  advertising .  2  00 

Joseph  IL  Wood,  ink .  1  30 


$511  02 
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INCIDENTALS. 


Cook  &  Sons,  printing  and  advertising . .  $  75  75 

King  &  Billings,  44  •  44  .  29  75 

Boston  School  Supply  Co.,  paper  and  supplies .  60  64 

N.  E.  School  Furnishing  Co.,  44  44  44  52  30 

O.  M.  Adams,  44  u  44  40  75 

G.  W.  Stacy,  44  44  44  10  78 

G.  F.  King  &  Merrill,  44  44  44  9  60 

Thompson,  Brown  &  Co.,  cards. * .  1  91 

Winkley,  Thorpe  &  Dresser,  order  books  for  Supt .  9  00 

Thos.  Groom  &  Co.,  order  and  letter  books  for  Sec’y..  18  00 

Knight,  Adams  &  Co.,  Hektograph .  8  75 

Hopedale  Post  Office,  stamped  envelopes  and  postal 

cards .  11  65 

Desk  books  and  charts .  67  71 

Books  for  indigent  children .  74  12 

H.  C.  Dimond  &  Co.,  rubber  stamps  and  ink .  5  00 

C.  F.  Wight,  tuning  High  school  piano .  6  00 

G.  A.  Sherburne,  freight  and  cartage .  8  45 

E.  J.  Frost,  repairing  chairs .  2  25 

Hcliotvpe  Co.,  diplomas  and  new  plate .  35  00 

M  iss  M.  S.  Higgins,  ribbon  for  diplomas .  3  22 

J.  H.  Batchelder,  filling  diplomas .  8  00 

Milford  Music  Hall  Co.,  use  of  hall  at  High  school 

graduation .  25  00 

Win.  Willis  Clarke,  services  at  High  school  graduation  11  00 

Expressage,  telegrams,  etc.,  paid  by  Supt.  and  Sec’}'. . .  *  6  37 

Boston  Journal,  advertising  for  teacher . .  75 

A.  8.  Tuttle,  repairing  stoves  and  supplies .  25  11 

J.  W.  Harris,  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  .  1  97  1  2 

Bartlett  &  Ellis,  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  . .  51  59 

D.  B.  Jenks,  sod  cutter,  etc .  1  71 

O.  Lappen,  brushes,  coal  hods,  etc .  39  75 

Milford  Savings  Bank,  rent  of  Supt’s  room .  75  00 

R.  C.  Eldredge,  repairing  clocks .  9  65 

G.  H.  Whittemore,  4  4  4  4  .  2  00 

E.  S.  Ritchie  &  Sons,  chemical  apparatus  for  High 

school .  20  79 

O.  B.  Pond,  encyclopaedia .  12  00 

A.  G.  Whitcomb,  desks  for  High  school . * .  51  00 

B.  &  A.  R.  R.  Co.,  freight .  1  41 

H.  L.  Patrick,  water  pail .  25 

J.  Allen  Rice,  chemicals  for  High  school .  19  15 

J.  L.  Buxton,  fitting  keys . s.  2  30 

Thomas  Donahoe,  services  and  expenses  as  truant 

officer .  50  00 

D.  Ahern,  use  of  well .  5  00 

O.  B.  Parkhurst,  4  4  4  4  4  4  5  00 
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R.  Stone,  “  “  “  3  00 

G.  O.  Hatch,  44  “  44  5  00 

J.  Madden,  u  44  44  2  years .  10  00 

J.  Gleason,  “  “  44  3  00 

Mrs.  FitzMorris,  “  “  44  3  years .  6  00 

T.  Wallace.  44  44  44  .  5  DO 


$1,177  58 

APPROPRIATIONS. 

Teaching . $10,000  00 

Evening  school .  500  00 

Care  of  school  houses .  1,000  00 

Superintendent .  1,500  00 

Incidentals .  800  00 

Fuel .  1,000  00 

Repairs .  1,000  00 

School  fund .  18G  49 

Dog  tax  (one  half) .  238  33 


$22,224  82 


EXPENSES. 

Teaching . $15,729  78 

Evening  School .  511  02 

Caie  of  school  houses .  1,139  45 

Superintendent . 1,375  00 

Incidentals . '. .  1,177  58 

Fuel . . ...  1,413  G3 

Repairs .  1,742  22 


$23,088  68 

Exceeded .  $863  86 

F.  J.  BUTCHER,  Secretary. 


Report  of  Superintendent  of  Schools. 


To  The  School  Committee  of  Milford — Gentlemen:  The  first 
annual  report  of  the  present  Superintendent  of  Schools  of  the  interests 


entrusted  to  his  charge,  is  respectfully  submitted. 

STATISTICS. 

Population  of  Milford,  census  of  1880 .  9310 

Number  of  children  between  ages  of  live  and  fifteen,  May  1, 1882 .  1761 

Number  of  different  scholars  enrolled . 2154 

Total  average  membership .  1544 

Average  daily  attendance . 1436 

Ratio  of  attendance  to  average  membership,  percent .  93 

Number  of  pupils  over  fifteen  years  of  age .  197 

Number  of  pupils  under  five  years  of  age .  27 

Number  cases  of  tardiness . 2610 

Number  visits  made  by  Superintendent  since  September  1,  1882 .  327 

Number  visits  made  by  citizens  since  September  1,  1882  .  692 

Number  of  school  buildings . 20 

Number  of  school  rooms  in  use .  37 

Number  of  teachers .  41 


For  detailed  statement  of  attendance,  and  other  items  of  interest  for 
the  fall  term,  attention  is  called  to  the  tabular  summary  on  page  06  of 
this  report. 

ATTENDANCE. 

The  total  enrollment  of  pupils  in  the  public  schools  for  the  past  year, 
was  ^154.  Enrollment  in  the  Parochial  and  other  private  institutions, 
255.  Making  the  total  number  enrolled  in  all  the  schools  in  town,  2409. 

The  enrollment  in  the  public  schools  for  1881,  was  2203.  This  shows 
a  decrease  for  1882  of  49.  The  average  daily  attendance  for  1881  was 
1475,  a  falling  off*  of  only  36.  The  number  of  children  between  the 
ages  of  five  and  fifteen  reported  in  1882,  was  109  less  than  in  1881. 
This  would  show  a  slight  gain  in  attendance,  were  it  not  that  since  the 
taking  of  the  school  census  the  increase  in  population  has  quite,  if  not 
fully,  repaired  the  apparent  loss. 

The  average  daily  attendance  compared  with  the  total  enrollment,  is 
67  per  cent. ;  compared  with  the  average  membership,  93  per  cent. 
This  is  a  very  good  showing,  yet  one  that  is  still  capable  of  improve¬ 
ment. 

The  number  of  cases  of  tardiness  for  1882,  amounts  to  2610.  The 
cases  of  dismissal  would  fully  equal  this.  The  absence  of  data  of  pre¬ 
vious  years,  prevents  comparison ;  but  that  the  ratio  is  too  large  is  evi¬ 
dent,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  coming  year  will  show  a  decided 
decrease. 

Irregular  attendance  in  the  schools,  is  an  evil  that  is  productive  of 
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mischief  in  many  ways.  Strenuous  efforts  have  been  made  to  improve 
it,  and  recent  reports  show  some  advancement  in  the  right  direction. 
Blit  the  results  can  never  be  satisfactory  until  parents  heartily  co-oper¬ 
ate  with  the  teachers  in  their  efforts  to  attain  them.  Many  cases  of 
necessary  absence  must  occur  on  account  of  sickness,  domestic  troubles 
or  equally  valid  reasons.  Although  these  are  to  be  regretted,  the  fact 
is  recognized  that  they  are  unavoidable,  and  if  confined  within  such 
limits  there  would  be  no  just  cause  for  complaint.  Such  cases,  how¬ 
ever,  form  a  small  part  of  the  absences.  By  far  the  greater  number, 
are  from  trivial  causes.  Many  parents  are  forgetful  of  the  fact  that 
every  half-day’s  absence  is  detrimental  to  the  progress  not  only  of  the 
absentee  but  also  of  the  whole  class. 

Some  complaints  have  been  made  of  the  regulation  requiring  stated 
reasons  for  absence  or  tardiness.  Some  teachers  may  be  indiscreet  in 
the  enforcement  of  the  rule,  living  up  to  the  letter  rather  than  the  spirit 
of  the  law.  Teachers  are  blamed  frequently  if  pupils  are  not  advanced 
with  their  class,  and  often  by  those  whose  children  attend  school  with 
the  least  regularity.  With  a  knowledge  of  all  causes  of  absence,  teach¬ 
ers  are  enabled  to  distinguish  those  which  are  for  insufficient  reasons, 
advise  the  pupil  of  the  injury  that  absence  entails,  and  confer  with  par¬ 
ents  to  bring  about  a  change,  if  possible,  for  the  better.  I  feel  that  the 
justice  of  such  a  rule  will  be  recognized,  if  parents  will  give  the  matter 
due  consideration. 

If  absences  are  inexcusable  in  many  instances,  frequent  cases  of  tar¬ 
diness  are  much  less  so.  Every  school  should  begin  on  the  appointed 
minute,  and  every  pupil  then  be  in  his  seat  prepared  for  the  opening 
exercises  of  the  school.  Habits  of  punctuality  should  be  constantly  in¬ 
stilled  into  the  minds  of  scholars.  Each  day  pupils  are  acquiring  habits 
that  will  affect  their  whole  after-life.  How  necessary,  then,  that  these 
should  be  of  promptitude  and  a  strict  observance  of  duty. 

Teachers  should  always  bear  in  mind  that  example  is  stronger  than 
precept,  and  should  put  that  in  practice  daily  which  they  would  impress 
upon  the  minds  of  those  under  their  charge.  A  few  in  the  past  year 
have  given  just  cause  for  criticism,  by  neglect  of  that  regulation  which 
requires  punctual  attendance  at  their  respective  rooms. 

If  the  best  results  are  to  be  attained  in  attendance,  school  should  be 
made  an  attractive  place  for  children. 

When  our  children  learn  to  regard  the  school  room  as  a  place  of 
pleasant  associations,  and  feel  a  joy  and  pride  in  their  work,  we  shall 
have  fewer  absentees,  fewer  derelictions  of  duty. 


TRUANCY. 

The  report  of  your  faithful  and  efficient  truant  officers,  gives  1 0;i 
cases  that  came  under  their  notice  the  past  year.  This  does  not  show 
the  different  individuals,  as  many  cases  are  of  a  few  habitual  truants. 
Many  cases  occur,  however,  that  are  unknown  to  the  officers. 

The  number  of  cases  of  truancy  has  materially  decreased  during  the 
last  of  the  year,  through  the  efforts  of  the  teachers  and  officers  and 
the  removal  from  town  of  some  of  the  worst  offenders. 

Truancy  is  truly  an  offence  against  the  parent,  whose  desires  and  or¬ 
ders  are  primarily  disobeyed;  but  it  is  the  duty  of  all  teachers  and 
school  officers  to  use  every  means,  both  of  influence  and  law,  to  check  it. 
It  lias  proven  suffice  nt,  in  many  cases,  simply  to  notify  the  parents 
and  confer  with  them.  There  are  some  hardened  cases,  however,  that 
need  summary  treatment,  and  whom  no  mild  means  reach.  Your  of- 
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licers  complains  of  the  inefficiency  of  the  law  relating  to  juvenile  offend¬ 
ers.  What  can  be  done  for  those  children  upon  whom  the  influence  of 
teachers  and  parents  have  no  effect?  And  still  further,  what  is  to  be 
done  with  that  more  deplorable  class  of  neglected  children  whose  par¬ 
ents  neither  know  nor  care  whether  they  attend  school  or  not,  and 
who  roam  our  streets  day  and  night,  growing  up  in  ignorance  and  vice? 

DISCIPLINE. 

The  primary  element  of  success  in  any  school,  is  good  order.  It  is 
the  outgrowth  of  discipline.  Many  teachers,  seemingly  possessed  of 
every  other  requisite  for  success,  have  been  complete  failures  through 
inability  to  govern  their  schools  properly. 

The  air  of  every  school  room  should  be  that  of  quiet  industry.  Un¬ 
wholesome  restraint  indicated  by  the  motionless  gaze  or  the  sullen 
countenances  of  pupils,  sometimes  seen  in  a  school  room,  is  a  certain 
kind  of  discipline,  but,  if  anything,  more  pernicious  in  its  effects  than 
disorder. 

That  school  is  best  governed  whose  time  is  so  fully  occupied  by  at¬ 
tention  to  school  duties,  that  there  is  no  thought  of  governing  or  being 
governed.  In  many  of  our  schools  the  discipline  is  all  that  is  required; 
in  others  it  is  by  far  too  lax.  The  i repression  seems  to  exist  in  the 
minds  of  many  of  the  people,  and  allowed  to  remain,  or  at  least  toler¬ 
ated,  that  the  “busy  hum  of  industry”  is  necessary  to  insure  progress — 
that  thought  emanates  from  the  lips  rather  than  from  the  brain. 

A  number  of  cases  of  corporal  punishment  were  reported  in  the  first 
two  months  of  the  fall  term.  Several  were  taken  bv  appeal  to  the  Su¬ 
perintendent  and  Committee.  Corporal  punishment  has  been  abolished 
in  our  High  School.  That  it  may  disappear  from  all  the  schools,  with 
all  other  punishments  that  tend  to  arouse  the  worst  elements  of  the 
child’s  nature,  is  to  be  devoutly  wished.  It  is  now  so  restricted,  that 
the  cases  are  fewer.  Milder  means  of  restraint  have  been  substituted, 
and  in  schools  with  judicious  teachers  the  good  results  are  already  per¬ 
ceptible.  New  York  city,  and  several  large  cities  of  Massachusetts, 
abandoned  the  use  of  the  rod  in  their  schools  several  years  ago.  Teach¬ 
ers  and  Superintendents  alike  in  those  cities,  bear  testimony  to  the  wis¬ 
dom  of  such  a  course. 

The  efficacy  of  school  government  must  depend  in  a  great  measure 
on  the  manner  in  which  teachers  exercise  their  authority.  It  should  be 
the  endeavor  of  every  teacher  to  convince  pupils  that  she  is  their  friend, 
that  his  only  aim  is  their  improvement  and  their  good.  He  should  be 
firm  and  resolute,  but  kind  and  considerate.  Prompt  and  implicit  obe¬ 
dience  should  be  insisted  upon,  and  a  strict  observance  of  all  rules  and 
precepts.  It  has  been  aptly  said  that  good  order  implies  impression 
rather  than  repression.  Let  school  government  be  so  conducted  as  to 
recognize  the  peculiar  natures,  wants  and  dispositions  of  scholars,  and 
the  problem  of  order  is  solved.  , 

MORALS  AND  MANNERS. 

The  subject  of  the  morals  and  manners  of  our  children,  is  one  that 
demands  the  thoughtful  and  careful  consideration  of  all  teachers  and 
parents.  Many  persons  already  hesitate  about  sending  their  children  to 
the  public  schools,  lest  they  may  acquire  habits  and  vices  that  no  home 
influence  can  counteract.  Recesses  have  been  abandoned  in  several 
large  cities  for  reasons  urged,  the  most  cogent  of  which  is  the  spread 
of  vice  and  the  contamination  incident  to  the  play-ground.  The  ene- 
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mies  of  the  public  school  system  are  attacking*  it  upon  this  ground;  and 
it  is  an  indisputable  fact,  and  a  deplorable  one,  that  it  is  a  very  vulner¬ 
able  point. 

My  attention  has  been  frequently  called  to  the  rudeness  and  ill-bred 
manners  of  many  children  upon  our  streets,  in  places  of  public  amuse¬ 
ment,  upon  the  play-ground,  and,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  in  the  very  school¬ 
room.  It  is  no  unusual  occurrence  in  passing  a  group  of  boys  upon  the 
street,  to  hear  the  obscene  jest,  the  vulgar  slang,  or  the  vile  oath  freely 
bandied  back  and  forth. 

A  great  responsibility,  therefore,  rests  upon  those  to  whom  the  train¬ 
ing  of  our  children  is  entrusted.  But  teachers  cannot  bear  the  burden 
alone.  It  must  be  shared  by  parents  and  those  to  whom  their  religious 
instruction  is  assigned. 

Our  schools  vary  greatly  in  respect  to  the  bearing  and  deportment  of 
the  pupils  in  them.  The  question  naturally  arises,  to  what  is  this  due? 
Location  might  be  pleaded,  were  it  true  that  in  schools  lying  in  the 
worst  neighborhoods,  wrongs  against  morality  and  decency  were  most 
prevalent.  I  have  not  always  found  this  to  be  the  case,  although  neigh 
borhood  has  its  effect. 

It  is  within  the  power  of  teachers  to  a  great  extent  to  mould  their 
children  at  their  will;  and  if  they  do  not  accomplish  good  results,  with 
them  must  lie  the  blame. 

In  the  school-room,  on  the  school-ground,  the  pupils  are  under  the 
immediate  supervision  and  control  of  the  teacher,  and  there,  at  least, 
disrespect  to  elders,  rude  and  overbearing  treatment  of  each  other, 
should  not  be  observed.  Obscenity ,  profanity  and  vicious  habits  in 
a  pupil,  is  good  cause  for  expulsion  and  will  be  so  interpreted.  By 
precept  and  example,  teachers  should  daily  strive  to  implant  in  the 
minds  of  their  scholars  principles  of  rectitude,  a  sense  of  duty  and  of 
moral  obligation,  teaching  them  to  shun  lying,  deceit,  a  desire  to  steal, 
cruelty  to  animals,  unkind  ness  to  each  other,  laziness,  procrastination, 
arrogance  and  self-conceit,  and  all  things  that  tend  to  debase  or  lower. 

When  we  send  out  from  our  schools  children  tilled  with  a  love  of  jus¬ 
tice,  truthfulness,  honesty,  benevolence,  obedience,  fidelity  to  every 
trust,  and  a  high  sense  of  patriotism,  we  have  accomplished  a  result  of 
greater  importance  than  simple  intellectual  development,  and  of  greater 
good  to  them  and  to  society. 

INSTRUCTION. 

The  instruction  on  the  part  of  a  greater  portion  of  the  teachers,  has 
been  earnest  and  ably  conducted.  There  has  been  but  slight  variation 
in  the  course  of  study  from  that  of  the  preceding  year.  Changes,  how¬ 
ever,  "Vill  be  made  in  the  details  of  the  school  work  when  occasion  de¬ 
mands.  In  reviewing  what  has  been  done  in  our  schools  the  past  few 
years,  there  is  just  cause  for  gratification ;  but  much  still  remains  to  be 
accomplished,  which  will  require  time,  patience  and  laborious,  thought¬ 
ful  study. 

READING. 


Your  Superintendent  has  heard  reading  by  nearly  every  class  in  th  e 
schools,  and  has  tested  the  work  in  different  ways.  Most  of  the  teach¬ 
ers  have  excellent  ideas  of  the  best  methods  of  instructing  in  reading, 
and  handle  their  classes  with  skill,  productive  of  good  results.  This  is 
•especially  true  of  the  Primary  grades.  The  reading  of  the  Grammar 
schools,  as  a  rule,  does  not  exhibit  that  progress  that  we  would  cxpec  t 
from  the  proficiency  attained  in  the  lower  grades.  A  loss  in  natural- 
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ness  of  expression  and  distinctness  of  utterance  is  noticeable,  nor 
does  there  seem  evinced  that  clear  comprehension  of  the  thought  in¬ 
volved,  without  which  reading  is  a  mere  mechanical  expression  of 

sound. 

Teachers  should  be  ever  mindful  that  good  reading  means  good  oral 
expression,  and  an  intelligent  comprehension  of  each  individual  idea, 
and  its  relation  to  the  other  ideas  involved — that  pupils  should  be  drill¬ 
ed  in  silent  as  well  as  oral  reading.  Silent  reading  is  that  employed 
almost  entirely  in  after-life,  and  is  therefore  of  the  utmost  importance. 

I  would  suggest  that,  in  connection  with  the  reading  exercises,  the 
attention  of  the  pupils  be  directed  to  suitable  books  for  home  reading. 
Let  lists  of  books  be  prepared  adapted  to  the  acquirements  of  pupils  in 
the  different  grades.  These  lists  are  to  be  approved  by  the  Superin¬ 
tendent  and  Board.  Books  from  the  lists  should  be  assigned  at  stated 
intervals  to  the  class,  who  should  be  encouraged  in  any  way  to  read 
them.  After  the  lapse  of  sufficient  time  for  a  thorough  perusal  on 
the  part  of  the  pupils  of  the  books  assigned — teachers  to  ascertain  how 
many  had  been  able  to  procure  and  read  them — discuss  the  works  with 
the  class,  and  by  careful,  pointed  questions  learn  to  what  extent  the 
readers  had  profited.  By  this  plan  pupils  may  be  made  acquainted 
with  the  best  literature,  be  instructed  how  to  read  for  the  greatest  profit, 
their  taste  for  good  reading  cultivated,  and  the  pernicious  effects  of  this 
educational  trash  that  is  corrupting  the  minds  of  our  youth  of  to-day, 
in  a  great  measure  counteracted. 


LANGUAGE 

In  language,  one  of  the  most  essential  branches 


ood  work  is  being 


done.  Beginning  with  the  construction  of  the  simplest  sentences  in  the 
Primary  rooms,  the  study  is  systematically  carried  on  until  the  fourth 
grade  Grammar  room  is  reached.  The  pupil  then  begins  the  use  of 
Swinton’s  Language  Primer.  New 


Language  Lessons  are  begun  in 


Number  Three  and  finished  in  Number  Four  grade.  Technical  gram¬ 
mar  is  left  to  the  last  year  in  the  Grammar  schools,  its  proper  sphere,  if 
it  has  one  below  the  High  school,  which  I  seriously  doubt. 

The  aim  of  instruction  in  this  branch  should  be  a  cultivation  in  the 
pupil  of  the  art  of  expressing  themselves  in  correct,  forcible  and  idiomatic 
English.  All  exercises  should  be  a  means  to  this  end.  That  much  is 
being  accomplished  in  the  study  of  language  in  the  schools,  is  shown  by 
the  character  of  the  written  exercises  and  the  good  taste  and  correctness 
displayed  by  the-pupils  in  oral  expression. 


ARITHMETIC. 

A  change  in  Arithmetics  has  been  made  the  past  year.  A  text-book 
constructed  to  meet  the  demands  of  modern  methods  of  instruction, 
essentially  practical  in  its  make-up,  and  unburdened  with  useless  mat¬ 
ter,  has  been  adopted.  With  the  new  book  a  greater  interest  has  been 
given  to  the  instruction  in  this  brand),  which  cannot  fail  to  be  pro¬ 
ductive  of  good  results.  The  importance  of  the  study  of  arithmetic  is 
second  to  none.  The  first  few  years  of  the  pupil’s  school  life  are  to  be 
given  to  the  study  of  numbers.  By  constant  drill,  repetition  after  rep¬ 
etition,  he  is  to  become  thoroughly  versed  in  all  the  simple  combina¬ 
tions,  and  be  able  to  apply  them  to  practical  examples.  He  is  to  learn 
early  the  use  of  the  slate  and  pencil  in  expressing  arithmetical  opera¬ 
tions.  As  he  advances,  the  power  of  memory,  observation,  imagina¬ 
tion,  invention  and  reason  are  to  be  developed  and  disciplined.  Arriv¬ 
ing  at  fractional  and  compound  numbers,  the  same  methods  of  instruc- 
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tion  are  to  be  employed  as  in  the  integral.  The  units  of  weight,  time 
and  measure  are  to  be  brought  into  the  presence  of  pupils  and  put  into 
actual  use  by  them  in  finding  the  data  for  their  problems. 

Such  has  been  the  general  plan  pursued  in  teaching  this  study  in  the 
schools.  A  large  amount  and  great  variety  of  concrete  work  is  given ; 
rote  work  is  fast  disappearing.  It  yet  remains  for  your  Board  to  equip 
the  schools  with  such  necessary  apparatus  as  will  complete  the  plan  of 
instruction  and  render  the  efforts  of  the  teachers  of  the  highest  good. 


PENMANSHIP. 


The  same  general  criticism  can  be  made  as  to  the  instruction  in  pen¬ 
manship  in  the  schools  as  was  made  in  relation  to  reading.  The  hand¬ 
writing  of  the  pupils  in  the  Grammar  grades  does  not  meet  the  expec- 
tions  that  their  proficiency  in  the  lower  grades  would  warrant.  The 
slate  pencil  is  placed  in  the  child’s  hand  the  first  day  of  school  life.  Be¬ 
fore  he  leaves  the  Primary  grade,  he  writes  a  fair  round  hand  with  the 
lead  pencil.  Upon  entering  the  Grammar  schools,  he  takes  pen  and 
ink,  and  by  the  time  that  he  lias  completed  the  second  year,  a  clear, 
legible  hand  should  be  acquired.  After  the  ability  is  once  gained,  the 
habit  of  constantly  doing  good  work  must  supplement  it,  or  deteiora- 
tion  may  be  expected.  Let  the  pupils  be  held  daily  to  a  strict  account 
for  the  neat  and  legible  appearance  of  all  their  written  exercises,  and 
give  this  branch  due  weight  in  respect  to  promotion,  and  better  results 
may  be  expected. 


GEOGRAPHY. 

Oral  instruction  is  given  in  this  branch,  in  the  Primary  grade.  The 
form  and  size  of  the  earth ;  the  divisions  of  its  surface  into  land  and 
water;  distance,  direction,  position;  the  cardinal  points  of  the  horizon, 
and  a  variety  of  elementary  knowledge,  is  presented  by  the  teachers  in 
familiar  talks  with  their  pupils.  A  text-bock  is  taken  in  the  Fourth 
Grade  Grammar,  and  its  use  continued  for  four  years. 

The  methods  of  instruction  in  greography  are  the  least  satisfactory  of 
any  in  the  schools.  Bote  work  is  the  characteristic.  The  question  and 
answer  method  is  followed  almost  entirely  in  the  treatment  of  every 
subject.  Scholars’  minds  are  burdened  each  day  with  a  mass  of  facts 
to  be  as  soon  forgotten.  Topics  are  not  treated  systematically  and  with 
profit.  Your  Superintendent  has  found  pupil  after  pupil  fioundering 
and  stumbling  through  the  text,  attempting  to  give  the  words  of  the 
books  without  the  faintest  comprehension  of  the  terms  that  they  were 
using  or  the  object  for  which  the  lessons  were  assigned.  Map-drawing 
is  an  unknown  quantity.  These  are  plain  truths,  but  truths  that  cannot 
be  ignored  or  palliated.  Teachers  are  not  wholly  to  blame  for  this 
state  of  things.  Several  causes  may  be  ascribed.  First:  map-drawing 
has  not  been  introduced,  without  which  the  study  of  geography  is 
almost  a  farce.  Second:  the  text-books  in  use  are  not  constructed 
after  a  model  to  best  supplement  the  efforts  of  the  teachers.  The 
Higher  Geograph  is  burdened  with  a  mass  of  non-essential  matter, 
and  in  plan  and  construction  is  not  fitted  to  the  work  of  the  preceding 
book.  Thirdly:  the  schools  are  utterly  destitute  of  suitable  maps 
and  globes  with  which  to  illustrate  and  fasten  the  topics  discussed. 
This  last  and  important  need  should  be  supplied  at  once,  and  if  neces¬ 
sary  by  special  appropriation. 
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HISTORY. 

The  study  of  History  is  now  confined  to  the  highest  Grammar  grade. 
Profitable  work  might  be  done  in  an  elementary  way  in  the  second 
grade.  The  principal  events  in  the  different  periods  of  our  country’s 
history,  could  there  be  presented  to  pupils  through  geographies,  biogra¬ 
phies  and  elementary  histories,  and  talks  with  the  class  by  the  teachers. 

Geography  and  history  are  intimately  connected,  and,  as  far  as  prac¬ 
ticable,  instruction  in  them  should  go  hand  in  hand.  The  study  of  his¬ 
tory  should  be  by  topics.  These  should  be  assigned  the  class,  and  each 
pupil  in  recitation  should  give  all  that  he  knows  of  the  topic  assigned 
him,  without  being  questioned  by  the  teacher.  After  the  pupil  has 
given  all  that  he  knows,  and  in  good  language,  questions  should  then 
be  put  to  correct  errors  and  call  attention  to  omissions.  Maps  should 
be  constructed  of  the  place  in  which  the  principal  historical  events 
occurred.  These  maps  should  be  drawn  and  used  in  recitations.  Re¬ 
view  schemes  of  the  principal  battles,  etc.,  should  be  placed  upon  the 
blackboard.  These  reviews  should  be  frequent.  A  course  of  reading 
should  be  mapped  out,  and  scholars  directed  to  the  sources  of  informa¬ 
tion  relating  to  the  study.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  an  increased  interest 
may  be  awakened  in  this  branch,  and  a  fuller  and  more  comprehensive 
knowledge  be  acquired  than  heretofore. 

EXAMINATIONS  AND  PROMOTIONS. 

The  committee  acted  favorably  on  the  suggestion  that  all  promotions 
in  the  schools,  above  the  second-grade  Primary,  be  based  upon  exami¬ 
nations  and  the  daily  recitations  of  the  year. 

One  oral  examination  is  given  by  the  teacher  in  mid-term  week;  one 
written  examination,  from  printed  questions,  is  given  by  the  Superin¬ 
tendent  at  the  close  of  each  term.  These,  with  the  daily  recitations  of 
the  pupils  for  the  year,  determine  promotions.  An  average  in  all 
studies  of  70  per  cent,  must  be  attained,  to  entitle  a  pupil  to  be  promot¬ 
ed.  Special  examinations  may  be  accorded  pupils,  when  occasion  de¬ 
mands.  A  standing  must  be  reached  of  75  per  cent,  in  such  cases. 
The  papers  of  the  pupils  in  the  written  examinations  are  corrected  by 
the  teachers,  and  placed  on  file  in  the  Superintendent’s  office  for  inspec¬ 
tion  and  approval.  This  regulation  has  been  in  effect  one  term,  and 
has  already  produced  good  results.  The  responsibility  rests  with  the 
teachers  whether  it  shall  work  the  object  for  which  it  is  intended.  Im¬ 
partial,  uniform,  accurate  ranking  must  be  done  by  each  and  every 
teacher,  that  no  injustice  be  wrought  upon  the  scholars,  and  no  good 
ground  given  to  parents  for  complaint. 

HIGH  SCHOOL. 

The  High  School  is  the  outgrowth  of  our  public  school  system,  and 
its  success  must  depend  in  a  great  measure  on  the  amount  and  quality 
of  the  work  done  in  the  lower  grades.  The  progress  of  the  class  enter¬ 
ing  the  High  School  is  retarded,  when  any  amount  of  preparatory  work 
is  necessary  which  should  have  been  done  in  the  graded  schools. 

The  crowded  condition  of  our  High  School  furnishes  us  food  for 
reflection.  A  careful  comparison  made  by  your  principal  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  fall  term,  with  the  High  Schools  of  a  number  of  neighbor¬ 
ing  towns  and  cities,  seems  to  prove  that  its  growth  and  conditio  n  is 
abnormal . 

Eighty-three  passed  the  required  examinations  of  last  June,  and  were 
admitted.  This  was  a  gain  of  ten  on  the  class  of  ’81,  and  the  class  of 
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’81  was  the  largest  known  in  the  history  of  the  school.  This  gain  can¬ 
not  be  accounted  for  by  increase  of  school  population :  for  the  number 
of  children  in  the  town  between  the  ages  of  live  and  fifteen,  as  reported 
by  the  assessors  for  the  year  1882,  was  109  less  than  in  the  year  1881. 
That  this  constant  increase  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  quality  of  the 
work  done  in  the  lower  schools  at  the  present  time,  in  comparison  with, 
that  done  in  the  High  School,  is  so  superior  as  to  send  scholars  there 
several  years  younger  than  formerly,  and  equally  well  fitted  to  meet  its 
requirements,  is  scarcely  to  be  admitted.  To  grant  this,  would  be  to 
acknowledge  that  the  High  School  had  failed  to  advance  with  the  other 
schools.  An  examination  of  the  course  of  study  and  the  number  of 
cases  reported  of  pupils  in  the  two  lower  classes  in  the  High  School 
who  have  been  unable  to  perform  the  required  duties  and  maintain  the 
standing  in  their  respective  classes,  seems  to  reveal  other  causes.  Hereto¬ 
fore,  admissions  to  the  High  School  have  been  by  a  single  examination 
held  in  June  of  each  year.  A  single  examination  is  not  a  fair  test  of 
the  ability  or  knowledge  of  any  scholar.  A  change  in  the  method  of 
admission  was  proposed  to  your  Board  last  fall,  and  accepted  by  them. 
The  single  examination  is  virtually  abolished,  and  the  work  done  the 
last  year  in  the  Grammar  grade  is  to  be  the  test.  An  average  stand  of 
70  per  cent,  for  the  whole  year  based  upon  three  things,  namely:  one 
oral  examination  given  each  term  by  the  teachers,  one  written  each 
term  by  the  Superintendent  and  the  daily  averages,  is  to  be  attained 
to  secure  promotion.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  mistakes  in  admitting 
scholars  to  the  High  School  will  be  fewer  and  the  results  more  satis¬ 
factory. 

Notwithstanding  the  increased  accommodations  furnished  by  the  en¬ 
largement  of  the  school  building,  if  the  next  class  of  candidates  is  as 
large  as  the  two  previous  years  the  seating  capacity  will  be  insufficient 
without  throwing  one  recitation  room  into  the  main  hall. 

Most  excellent  instruction  characterizes  the  school ;  efficiency  and 
thoroughness  mark  each  department.  The  instructors  are  scholarly  and 
enthusiastic,  and  to  their  fidelity  to  duty  is  due  in  great  measure  the 
progressive  work  of  the  school.  One  resignation  has  occurred  in  the 
year.  Miss  Anna  M.  Bancroft,  a  lady  of  culture,  a  teacher  of  rare 
ability  and  enthusiasm,  withdrew,  and  Miss  Alice  T.  Hall,  a  graduate 
of  AYTllesley  college,  was  chosen  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

The  average  attendance  for  the  whole  year  has  been  176,  and  for 
the  fall  term  193.  Each  teacher  now  has  an  average  of  48  pupils  to 
instruct.  Teachers  in  a  high  school  cannot  do  themselves  or  their  pu¬ 
pils  justice  with  such  large  classes.  The  amount  of  preparatory  work 
that  devolves  upon  the  teachers  in  this  department  is  necessarily  greater 
than  in  lower  grades,  and  the  extra  out-of-school  work  that  our  high 
school  teachers  are  compelled  to  do  is  detrimental  alike  to  the  highest 
good  of  pupils  and  instructors,  and  calls  for  relief.  It  may  be  well  to 
state  here  that  the  average  number  of  pupils  to  each  teacher  in  high 
schools  throughout  the  state  is  thirty.  In  accordance  with  a  vote  of  the 
Board,  which  went  into  effect  Jan.  2,  1882,  pupils  in  the  High  School 
are  required  to  maintain  a  general  average  in  all  studies  of  GO  per  cent., 
and  in  each  study  at  least  50  per  cent.  Failing  in  this,  they  are  not  to  be 
promoted.  The  standard  is  sufficiently  low,  and  any  pupil  who  does 
not  reach  it  should  be  unhesitatingly  dropped. 

The  graduating  exercises  were  similar  to  those  of  the  preceding  year. 
The  class  were  assigned  no  parts,  but  continued  in  their  regular  studies 
until  the  last  day  of  the  term.  The  following  programme  was  carried 
out: 


% 
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1.  PIANO  VOLUNTARY. 

MISS  JENNIE  S.  TUFTS. 

2.  CHORUS  BY  THE  SCHOOL.  High  School  March . Geo.  Veazie,  Jr. 

MISS  TUFTS,  ACCOMPANIST. 

3.  STATISTICS  OF  THE  GRADUATING  CLASS. 

REV.  J.  T.  CANAVAN. 

4.  SONG  —  “  O  Loving  Heart  Trust  on,” . Goitschalk 

YVM.  WILLIS  CLARK. 

5.  INTRODUCTORY  REMARKS, 

CEO.  W.  JOHNSON,  CHAIRMAN  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

6.  ADDRESS  — Gov.  John  D.  Long. 

t  SONG T'mvpviw  i  a‘  VV hen  Poverty  Knocks,  ) 

7.  SONG  —1  loveihs  j  A  Bird  in  Hand,  1 . Roeckel 

WM.  WILLIS  CLARK. 

S.  PRESENTATION  OF  DIPLOMAS. 

9.  CHORUS  BY  SCHOOL  —  “Far  Away  the  Camp  Fires  Burn” . Mercadante 


COURSES:  (E.)  ENGLISH;  (F.)  FRENCH;  (L.)  LATIN;  (C.)  CLASSICAL. 

FOUR  YEARS. 


Names. 

Coui’ses. 

Names. 

Courses. 

Thomas  Francis  Conniff, 

E. 

F. 

Alice  Minnie  Ay  1  ward, 

E. 

F.  L. 

Timothy  James  Dempsey, 

E. 

c.  t 

Sarah  Priscilla  Chapin, 

E. 

F; 

Charles  Henry  Fisher, 

E. 

F. 

Ella  Thayer  Chilson, 

E. 

L. 

Richard  Augustine  Gilfoyle, 

E.  F. 

L.  J 

Mary  Frances  De  Sautell, 

E. 

F.  L. 

William  Elijah  Knights, 

E. 

F. 

Jennie  Louise  Devine, 

E. 

L. 

Charles  Henry  Morrill, 

C. 

Susan  Geneva  Gallagher, 

E. 

F.  L. 

x 

Edmund  Francis  Murphy, 

E. 

Mary  Anna  Hannan, 

E. 

F.  L. 

l 

Jerry  Thomas  Murphy, 

E. 

F. 

Lillian  Jennette  Haven, 

E. 

F. 

Frank  Clifford  Phillips, 

E. 

F. 

Annie  Elizabeth  Heath, 

E. 

F. 

Percival  Shea, 

E. 

Eflie  Anna  Holmes, 

E. 

F. 

John  Vincent  Sweeney, 

E. 

c.  x 

Catherine  Ellen  O’Callaghan, 

E. 

F.  L. 

Irving  Warren  Sweet, 

E. 

Mary  Olivia  Sumner, 

E. 

F.  L. 

t 

Henry  Johnson  Wood, 

C. 

Jennie  Sophia  Tufts, 

E. 

F. 

Nellie  Augusta  Warfield, 

E. 

L. 

Anna  Augusta  Woodbury, 

E. 

F. 

TWO  YEARS. 


Names. 

Michael  James  Ahern, 
William  Henry  Ay  1  ward, 
Ernest  Lincoln  Cook, 


Courses. 

C. 

C. 

E. 


Names. 


Abbie  Loumira  Flagg,  E. 


Harry  Willard  Haven, 
Harry  Granville  Krum, 
Arthur  Whitmore  Vant, 


Courses. 
E. 


L.  t 
E. 

C. 


|  Partial  Course. 

Partial  means  a  change  of  course,  anti  hence  incomplete. 


The  subject  of  High  School  graduations  has  received  much  attention, 
and  been  the  theme  of  discussion  for  several  years  past.  A  few  towns 
and  cities  have  taken  the  “new  departure. Your  Superintendent  has 
failed  to  become  a  convert  to  the  theory. 

Some  needed  improvements  have  been  made  in  the  laboratory,  and 
the  facilities  for  better  work  increased.  Sufficient  physical  and  chem¬ 
ical  apparatus  is  still  wanting,  and  if  possible  should  be  supplied.  The 
library  of  suitable  reference-books  is  small,  and  does  not  meet  the  re¬ 
quirements.  An  opportunity  is  here  presented  for  some  public-spirited 
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citizen  of  ample  means  to  confer  a  lasting  benefit  upon  the  school  by 
equipping  it  with  a  library  adapted  to  its  needs. 

The  attacks  upon  the  high  school  system,  so  prevalent  a  few  years 
since,  have  spent  their  force.  It  is  too  firmly  engrafted  into  the  tree  of 
national  life  to  fear  the  opposition  of  fanatics  and  demagogues.  Each 
year  adds  to  its  strength,  and  its  future  is  inseparable  from  the  healthy 
growth  and  prosperity  of  the  country. 

EVENING  SCHOOL. 

The  evening  school  began  October  23,  and  holds  its  sessions  four 
nights  each  week,  as  heretofore.  Joseph  II.  Wood,  Esq.,  who  taught 
the  school  last  year  with  such  marked  success,  was  elected  principal, 
and  Miss  Annie  F.  Keating,  assistant.  Owing  to  the  complaints  of  pu¬ 
pils  and  teachers  of  the  unfitness  and  inconveniences  of  the  old  quar¬ 
ters  in  the  town  hall,  the  Board  decided  to  transfer  the  school  to  two 
unoccupied  rooms  in  the  Olaflin  building.  Here,  with  no  extra  expense, 
the  school  is  quartered  in  two  well-heated,  well-ventilated  apartments, 
undisturbed  by  the  obnoxious  noises  that  frequently  interrupted  the 
exercises  of  the  school  in  previous  years. 

As  a  guarantee  of  regular  attendance,  and  to  free  the  school  from 
idlers,  a  deposit  of  one  dollar  was  required  of  each  pupil  on  entering, 
to  be  refunded  at  the  close  of  the  term,  provided  the  pupil  is  in  regular 
standing  at  that  time.  This  plan,  which  has  worked  well  in  other 
places,  has  proven  equally  efficacious  here  in  keeping  away  such  as 
come  out  of  curiosity  alone  and  not  for  work. 

Irregular  attendance  is  the  bane  of  evening  schools.  It  is  hard  for 
young  persons  who  have  worked  hard  all  day,  to  shut  themselves  in  a 
school-room  all  the  evening;  and  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  out¬ 
side  attractions  prove  often  too  alluring  to  be  resisted. 

The  ratio  of  attendance  to  the  total  membership,  as  shown  in  the 
subjoined  table,  is  very  satisfactory.  Absentees  have  been  subjected  to- 
the  closest  scrutiny,  and  good  reasons  required  for  non-attendance. 
The  discipline  has  iDeen  excellent.  I  was  much  pleased,  in  my  visits 
to  the  school,  with  the  gentlemanly  bearing  of  the  older  pupils,  and 
particularly  those  who  attended  the  school  last  winter.  The  interest 
manifested,  and  the  earnest  application  to  their  duties,  showed  clearly 
that  the  pupils  attending  this  school  were  there  for  a  purpose. 

The  common  English  branches,  including  book-keeping,  are  taught. 
The  instruction  is  thorough  and  practical,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that 
none  of  our  young  ladies  avail  themselves  of  its  advantages.  The 
evening  school  is  an  important  factor  in  our  scheme  of  modern  educa¬ 
tion.  That  which  was  begun  here  five  years  since  as  an  experiment, 
has  proven  a  success.  It  is  worthy  the  generous  support  of  our  citi¬ 
zens,  and  I  am  confident  that  it  will  receive  it  in  the  future  as  in  the 
past. 

Total  membership,  39;  average  attendance,  33.3;  per  cent,  attend¬ 
ance,  86;  average  age,  15.4  years;  number  scholars  over  fifteen,  15. 

TEACHERS. 

Our  corps  of  teachers  has  been  materially  weakened  the  past  year  by 
the  loss  of  several  of  its  most  efficient  and  experienced  members.  One 
was  forced  to  resign  on  account  of  ill-health,  one  was  called  to  a  more 
lucrative  field,  and  three  others  withdrew  for  various  causes.  By  the 
withdrawal  of  these  teachers,  long  and  intimately  identified  with  the 
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best  interests  of  the  schools,  the  town  1ms  suffered  a  material  loss,  and 
the  effect  upon  the  schools  has  been  apparent. 

Teaching  is  rapidly  approaching  the  dignity  of  a  profession,  and  the 
demands  now  made  to  meet  the  requirements  of  an  enlightened  public 
sentiment,  call  for  such  length  of  time  for  preparation,  such  training 
and  thorough  knowledge,  that  persons  who  enter  it  for  a  make-shift 
are  found  less  frequently  to-day  in  the  ranks  of  the  teachers  of  our 
graded  schools. 

The  idea  that  any  one  who  is  lit  for  nothing ‘else,  is  capable  of  teach¬ 
ing  school,  has  prevailed  to  a  certain  extent  in  the  past,  and  is  still  prev- 
valent  among  a  certain  class.  The  elements  necessary  to  make  a  suc¬ 
cessful  teacher  are  many.  He  should  possess  good  health  and  charac¬ 
ter,  sound  judgment,  a  kind  heart,  tact  and  enthusiasm  for  the  work. 
These  must,  be  supplemented  by  thorough  and  accurate  scholarship, 
good  training,  a  love  of  children  and  common-sense.  A  noble  Quaker 
once  said:  “There  are  three  things  necessary  to  a  person’s  success  in 
this  life — good  health,  religion  and  common-sense,  and  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  of  these  is  common-sense.”  It  is  a  sentiment  worthv  every  teach- 
er’s  thought. 


Many  of  the  teachers  of  Milford  are  thoroughly  fitted  for  the  position 
that  they  occupy.  As  graduates  of  College  or  Normal  School,  they  have 
come  to  their  work  thoroughly  equipped,  and  by  constant  study  and 
observation  have  kept  pace  with  the  progressive  ideas  of  the  day,  and 
rank  well  with  teachers  in  more  favored  localities.  Would  that  this 
could  be  said  of  all.  No  amount  of  money,  no  supervision  will  or 
can  accomplish  nmcli  without  good  teachers.  With  them  must  rest,  to 
a  great  extent,  the  responsibility  of  the  success  or  failure  of  our  schools. 
Those  who  fail  to  accomplish  that  which  is  demanded  of  them,  after  a 
fair  and  impartial  trial,  should  not  be  retained  from  year  to  year  to 
work  injuries  that  are  not  in  the  power  of  man  to  repair.  To  dismiss 
such  teachers  is  the  hardest  duty  that  devolves  upon  Superintendent  or 
Committee.  Nor  do  I  think  that  teachers  should  be  removed  for  slight 
reasons.  As  long  as  they  perform  their  duties  faithfully  and  success¬ 
fully,  their  tenure  of  office  should  be  secure.  But  when  the  necessity 
arises,  when  there  is  no  reasonable  doubt  that  the  welfare  of  the 
schools  demands  a  change,  there  should  be  no  hesitation  or  delay  in  the 
matter,  but  the  removal  should  be  made  at  once. 


Many  of  our  most  efficient  and  experienced  teachers  are  found  in  the 
Primary  grades.  They  have  taught  for  years,  and  with  marked  suc¬ 
cess.  They  complain,  and  I  think  with  justice,  of  the  small  salaries. 
As  long  as  they  remain  in  the  Primary  grades,  there  is  no  present  hope 
of  increase,  while  in  the  Grammar  grades  there  is  that  hope.  If  they 
are  promoted,  the  foundation  is  weakened,  and  the  stability  of  the 
structure  destroyed.  And  more,  educators  are  united  in  the  opinion 
that  it  requires  rare  ability  to  instruct  successf  uly  a  Primary  school ; 
and  in  recognition  of  this  fact  in  towns  most  noted  for  progress  in  edu¬ 
cational  matters,  the  salaries  of  Primary  teachers  are  equal  to  or  higher 
than  in  Grammar  grades  below  the  first.  Salaries  should  be  scaled  for 
each  grade,  based  upon  the  experience  and  success  of  the  teacher.  The 
salaries  in  all  your  graded  schools,  are  small.  The  highest  salaries  will 
command  the  greatest  talent.  With  a  slight  increase  in  salaries,  a  thor¬ 
ough  examination  of  all  candidates  for  positions  in  the  schools,  an  im¬ 
partial  and  discriminating  judgment  in  making  appointments,  we  may 
reasonably  expect  in  a  short  time  to  find  in  the  schools  only  such  teach¬ 
ers  as  are  thoroughly  competent  to  fill  the  high  and  noble  duties  of  their 
calling. 


62 


SCHOOL  SESSIONS. 

In  the  grades  below  the  High  School,  the  regular  hours  of  session  are 
from  9  to  12  a.  m.  from  April  to  November,  1:30  to4:30  r.  m.,  and 
from  November  to  April  from  1:15  to  4:15. 

In  the  “good  old  times”  when  the  village  schoolmaster  reigned  su¬ 
preme  with  his  birchen  rod,  “'school  kept”  six  hours  each  day,  and  ev¬ 
ery  other  Saturday  was  thought  sufficient  holiday.  This  may  have, 
been  well  when  the  school  year  was  of  three  to  live  months  duration, 
and  the  old  methods  of  instruction  were  in  vogue.  But  with  the  longer 
school  year,  and  the  changes  that  have  taken  place  as  to  the  means  of 
imparting  knowledge,  the  “old  idea”  has  been  abandoned  long  since  by 
progressive  educators,  and  medical  authorities  are  agreed  that  so  long 
hours  in  the  school  room  is  neither  conducive  to  the  health  or  best  prog¬ 
ress  of  children.  It  would  be  difficult  to  find  a  city  or  a  town  in  New 
England  with  the  best  schools,  where  children  are  confined  to  the  school 
room  more  than  five  hours  each  day.  Health  should  be  the  paramount 
consideration  in  the  arrangement  of  our  school  houses.  Give  children 
more  hours  of  out-door  recreation,  and  such  hours  as  are  most  benefic¬ 
ial  for  them  to  be  in  the  open  air. 

In  the  winter  months,  especially,  school  should  not  be  in  session  after 
four  o’clock.  After  that  hour,  the  light  is  insufficient  to  enable  pupils 
to  study  without  a  strain  upon  their  eyes.  To  close  at  that  hour,  would 
allow  only  one  hour  at  noon.  This  would  engender  bringing  of  dinner 
by  many  pupils  and  teachers,  which  is  inadvisable  for  many  reasons. 
Many  cases  of  tardiness  and  dismissals  occur  from  children  who  arc  re¬ 
quired  by  parents  to  carry  dinner  to  them  at  their  work.  A  longer 
nooning  would  stop  this — a  serious  and  growing  evil  in  our  schools. 
Moreover,  the  last  hour  in  school  is  the  hardest  both  for  teachers  and 
pupils.  The  latter  become  uneasy  and  restless,  and  the  former  are  apt 
to  have  less  patience  when  it  is  most  necessary.  In  consideration  of 
these  and  other  valid  reasons  that  might  be  urged,  your  Superintendent 
would  advise  that  the  sessions  of  the  Primary  grades  be  shortened  one 
hour  each  day,  and  the  Grammar  grades  half  an  hour,  convinced  as  he 
is  that  with  shortened  sessions  the  same  amount  and  better  work  will 
be  done,  that  the  tone  of  the  schools  will  be  improved,  and  public  inter¬ 
ests  be  best  subserved. 

GRADATION,  SCHOOL  CLASSIFICATION,  ETC. 

The  scheme  of  study  provides  for  four  years  in  the  Primary  grades, 
and  four  in  the  Grammar.  There  are  two  to  four  classes  in  each  low¬ 
est  Primary,  and  one  in  all  the  other  rooms.  Pupils  in  the  lowest  Pri¬ 
mary  are  advanced  at  such  times  as  the  progress  and  capabilities  of  the 
scholars  warrant.  In  all  other  grades,  promotions  are  made  once  each 
year,  in  June.  The  scheme  of  study  has  been  adapted  to  the  schools 
with  care.  Such  changes  will  be  made  from  time  to  time,  however,  as 
experience  suggests.  But  a  perfect  scheme  alone  will  not  insure  suc¬ 
cess.  The  ability  and  faithfulness  of  the  teachers  must  be  superadded. 
Teachers  not  only  are  expected  to  instruct  thoroughly  in  all  the  parts  as¬ 
signed  to  their  grades,  but  by  frequent  reviews  and  tests  they  should 
see  that  what  has  been  learned  by  pppils  in  the  lower  grades,  is  not 
lost.  Whether  pupils  should  remain  in  the  classes  to  which  they  are 
promoted  or  returned  to  the  classes  from  which  they  came,  must  be  left 
to  the  Superintendent.  It  is  not  just  that  any  teacher  should  be  com¬ 
pelled  to  give  a  large  portion  of  his  time  in  teaching  the  principles  that 
have  been  neglected  in  any  grade  below. 

The  school  classification  has  undergone  a  slight  change  during  the 
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past  year.  It  now  comprises  one  High,  six  Grammar,  with  fifteen  dif¬ 
ferent  rooms,  fifteen  Primaries  and  six  District  schools.  These  are 
taught  bv  41  teachers.  Owing  to  the  withdrawal  of  so  many  pupils  to 
attend  the  Parochial  school,  two  rooms  have  been  dispensed  with  within 
a  year — one  in  the  Claflin  building  and  one  in  the  Plains  Grammar. 
Under  the  present  arrangement  in  the  Claflin  school,  No.  4  Grammar 
and  the  highest  Primary  are  taught  in  one  room,  and  grades  three  and 
four  at  the  Plains  are  under  one  teacher.  The  increased  attendance  at 
the  Hopedale  school,  rendered  it  necessary  to  place  an  assistant  in  that 
building.  That  this  school  should  have  equal  advantages  with  the  other 
schools,  it  will  be  necessary  to  continue  the  arrangement.  It  may  be 
found  expedient  to  close  another  school  the  coming  year,  if  the  with¬ 
drawal  of  children  from  the  public  schools  continues.  Should  such  oc¬ 
casion  occur,  your  board  will  be  so  advised. 

Extensive  repairs  were  made  upon  some  buildings  the  past  year. 
Innumerable  minor  repairs  are  always  necessary.  The  legitimate  wear 
and  tear  upon  twenty  buildings,  with  their  different  rooms,  is  no  trif¬ 
ling  matter.  Many  of  the  buildings  are  getting  #old,  and  the  coming 
year  demands  a  large  outlay  to  put  them  in  proper  shape.  It  is  false 
economy  to  allow  buildings  to  lapse  into  ruin  before  attending  to  needed 
repairs.  The  health  and  comfort  of  teachers  and  pupils,  is  a  matter 
of  primary  importance.  School  buildings  should  be  well  ventilated, 
well  heated  and  lighted,  comfortable,  neat  and  tasty,  and  the  grounds 
and  all  the  appurtenances  clean,  well-kept  and  attractive,  that  the  taste 
of  the  children  may  be  cultivated  as  well  as  their  health  preserved.  To 
bring  about  these  results,  would  require  large  sums  of  money  and  a 
judicious  expenditure ;  but  the  outlay  would  be  repaid  with  ten-fold 
interest. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

In  treating  of  different  subjects  in  this  report,  the  good  work  that  is 
being  done  in  the  greater  number  of  the  schools  has  been  remarked 
upon.  The  instruction  in  them  is  sound,  and  of  good  methods,  and 
the  effects  upon  the  bearing,  characters  and  intellectual  development  of 
the  pupils  marked.  The  reason  that  it  is  not  so  of  all,  has  also  been 
touched  upon.  It  is  needless  to  again  assert  that  no  school  of  study, 
no  methods,  no  supervision  can  avail  unless  the  issue  is  made  squarely 
and  the  agents  who  fail  to  perform  with  fidelity  and  ability  all  that 
their  positions  demand,  be  superceded  by  such  as  can. 

Let  me  again  call  attention  to  the  necessity  of  equipping  each  school 
with  illustrative  apparatus.  Maps,  globes,  books  of  reference  in  the 
Grammar  grades,  and  a  well-chosen  supply  of  supplementary  reading 
matter  for  all  grades,  are  the  things  most  needed. 

Music  and  drawing  yet  remain  to  be  introduced  into  our  scheme  of 
study.  The  merits  of  these  as  a  part  of  the  curriculum  in  the  schools 
calls  for  no  praise  from  me.  That  they  possess  a  legitimate  sphere  in 
the  public  school  system,  has  long  ceased  to  be  a  matter  of  theory  and 
speculation.  Long  and  well  tested  experience  has  demonstrated  that 
they  can  be  taught  successfully  without  the  employment  of  special  in¬ 
structors.  I  would  respectfully  advise  that  drawing,  at  least,  be  intro¬ 
duced  into  our  schools  at  once,  it  can  be  done  with  little  or  no  expense 
to  the  town,  and  without  entailing  much  expense  upon  individuals. 

Music  is  more  au  ornamental  branch,  and  can  longer  be  deferred. 
But  if  it  possesses  influences  to  soften  and  subdue  even  the  savage 
nature,  what  powers  of  imagination  and  beauty,  what  gcod  and  noble 
qualities  can  be  engendered  in  the  minds  of  our  youth  by  its  daily  use. 
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That  we  may  follow  the  lead  of  our  neighboring  cities  in  this  matter, 
is  to  be  desired. 

Visits  by  parents  are  made  frequently  to  many  of  the  schools.  Some 
schools,  however,  rarely  see  a  visitor  except  the  Superintendent.  It  is 
earnestly  hoped  that  all  friends  of  the  schools  may  be  often  seen  in 
them.  All  good  teachers  will  take  pleasure  in  such  visits,  and  parents 
becoming  thus  more  intimately  acquainted  with  the  schools  will  be 
better  enabled  to  comprehend  their  needs,  and  enter  more  into  svrnpa- 
thv  with  those  who  are  faithfully  striving  to  implant  into  the  minds  of 
their  children  the  seeds  of  a  golden  harvest  in  the  future. 

CONCLUSION. 

The  prosperity  of  our  schools  depends  on  the  united  influences  of  all 
who  lend  to  their  support.  What  the  schools  shall  be,  will  depend  up¬ 
on  what  the  public  demand  and  what  it  is  willing  to  do  to  bring  them 
to  a  high  standard  of  excellence.  The  schools  are  a  good  index  of  the 
value  placed  upon  education  by  the  people,  and  a  fair  representation  of 
their  intelligence  and  enterprise.  Mindful  of  this,  may  our  schools  be 
placed  upon  the  highest  plane,  and  receive  that  cordial  and  generous 
support  that  they  so  richly  deserve. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WM.  E.  HATCH, 

Superintendent  of  Schools. 


IN  MEMO RI AM. 


Once  has  death  entered  our  midst,  and  removed  one  of  our  most 
faithful  and  successful  teachers.  Miss  Kate  A.  Wallace  died  of 
consumption  in  the  early  fall.  Her  whole  term  of  service  was  in 
the  Bear  Hill  school.  She  remained  at  her  post  of  duty  until  the 
close  of  the  Summer  term,  failing  rapidly  from  that  time.  Miss 
Wallace  possessed  many  attributes  that  made  her  beloved  by  all  to 
whom  she  was  known. 
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CALENDAR,  1883. 

HIGH  SCHOOL. 

I 

Winter  term  of  12  weeks  begins  January  2 ;  ends  March  23. 

Summer  “  “  “  “  April  2;  ends  June  22. 

Fall  “  16  “  “  September  3;  ends  December  21. 

VACATIONS. 

One  week,  ending  March  30,  1883. 

Ten  weeks,  “  August  31,  1883. 

One  week,  “  December  28,  1883. 

OTHER  GRADES. 

Winter  term  of  10  weeks  begins  January  8;  ends  March  16. 

Summer  “  “  “  “  April  2;  ends  June  8. 

Fall  16  “  “  Septembers;  ends  December  21. 

VACATIONS. 

Two  weeks  ending  March  30,  1883. 

Twelve  “  u  August  31,  1883. 

Two  u  “  January  4,  1883. 

HOLIDAYS,  ALL  GRADES* 

Every  Saturday,  Thursday  and  Friday  of  Thanksgiving  week,  and 
such  other  days  as  are  legal  holidays. 

OFFICE  HOURS  OF  SUPERINTENDENT. 

From  8  to  9  a.  m.  each  school  day,  and  7  to  8  p.  m.  Tuesdays  and 
Thursdays. 


TABULAR  SUMMARY -FALL,  1882. 
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SCHOOLS. 

TEACHERS. 

Boys 

Enrolled. 

Girls 

Enrolled. 

Total 

Enrollment. 

• 

S  § 

a; 
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Per  cent.  «.f 

Attendance. 

No.  Cases  of 

Tardiness. 

®  oo 
X  *3 

T  S 

j*  x 

X 
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Clafln,  No.  1 . 

Kate  Chapin . 
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Susan  E.  Inman . 
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